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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
U. 5. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
Зап SECTION / 

DEC2 a 


SENE 


TELETYPE Ù 


URGENT 12-20-61 6-59 PM DA 
TO SAC NEW YORK /7/ 


FROM DIRECTOR в | 


LOUIS MELCHIOR VIDAL, JR. 


BUREAU HAS TODAY INSTRUCTED 


LEGAT, MEXICO, 


TO HANDLE SPECIFIC REQUESTS AND WFO SHOULD CONTINUE EFFORTS 
TO SECURE УІСТІМ-5 PHOTOGRAPH AND LA SHOULD SECURE CREDIT 
CARD DATA. SUTEL NYO AND BUREAU PERTINENT DEVELOPMENTS 
AND PROMPTLY FURNISHED BUREAU DATA IN MEMORANDUM FORM FOR 
DISSEMINATION BY LEGAT. WFO AND LOS ANGELES ADVISED. 

END & ACK PLS 

WA R 7 id JAA 


b3 
b7D 
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LA REI ^ — 
Aus 
š é . Š " 
= , 11/22/61 
PLAIN TORT 
TOLDTYPO TUM. URGENT 1 - Orig 
PE 1 - Yellow 
1 = Liaison © ъз 
1 - Роагде b7E 


то SAC NEW YORK 
pne: DIRECTOR TDI | 
иле КЬ, SGAT ! E 8 SEVERAL MEXICAN AGENCIES 
INVESTIGATING HYSTERIOUS DISAPPEARANCE SUBJECT WHO ARRIVED MEXICO CITY 
NOVEMBER ELEVEN LAST FROM NEW YORK ON EASTERN AIRLINES PLIGHT THREE 
x ZERO ONE AND STAYED AT HOTEL CONTINENTAL HILTON UNTIL DISAPPEARANCE 
| NOVEMBER ТИТЕТЕВИ, EMBASSY PROTECTION SECTION HAS CONTACTED VIDAL'S 
ре Teresa ма ОМ O C 1 
FATHER AND HAVE RECEIVED NO INFORMATION TO CLARIFY DISAPPEARANCE. 
BLOODSTAINED CLOTHING IDENTIPIED AS VIDAL'S LOCATED AND RUMORS CIRCU- 
LATING THAT НЕ HAD BEEN SPECULATING IN CUBAN PESOS AND HAD BEEN IN 
FIGHT WITH CASTROITE CUBANS IN SEW YORK, DESCRIBED АЗ WHA, THREE FOUR ` 
YEARS, FIVE FEET ONB ONE, TWO TWO ZERO POUNDS, HEAVY BUILD, DARK 
BALDING HAIR, DARK EYES. LEGAT REQUESTED NEW YORK EXPEDITE INTERVIEW 
 VIDAL'S WIFE AND OTHER LOGICAL SOURCES FOR INFORMATION RE ACTIVITIES 
AND PSE LEADS, BUFILES INDICATE SUBJECT POSSIBLY IDENTICAL WITH 
зон OP LOUIS MELCHIOR vma,| — y y 0] m 
| {зоя DESCRIBED AS LOUIS Н, VIDAL, JR., BORN AUGUST TWENEY~ 
ean “HIME, ONE ЖІБЕ TWO NINE AT NEW YORK CITY, E — ATTENTION 


pes Тын 


Noy 3 1960. | ШІ ; 
; à Liaison Unit" Шіл T s | 
= Y "gef TELETYPE UNIT ЗА 2 PEE NOTE PAGE TWO я uy 


HCE? 


TELETYPE TO SAC, NEW YORK 
RE: LUIS MELCHOR VIDAL 


NOTE: b3 
——— b7E 


Legat, Mexico, requested cable reply regarding identification 
record and above investigation by New York. A A MM indicates 
subject of above New York file described as an old salesman who i 
inclined to exaggerate. He was investigated in 6 and 1957 
after he сТатпе 
о have high U.S. Government connections and valuable informa tion іп 
the Galindez case. Investigation did not support his claims and по 


prosecution authorized. Subject in_captioned matter is probably the 
son of this individual. Handled as 


matter. 


Ад 


4-3 (Rev. 672-61) А 
2 ` + Б Ф a Tolson 
РЫ u / А А Belmont 
асай Fi Dd Я Mohr — 
222 о 4 . +, š Callahan 


Conrad 


DECODED COPY = 
Масов? а. 
. Rose mr 
Sulliyaty £—— — 
са Airgram ка СаМедгат - 
onan 

URGENT 11-21-61 Me 

„ м 

‘DIRECTOR / A? 

97 


М0. 821 


FROM ша МЕХ, | 


LUIS MELCHOR C = SEVERAL MEXICAN AGENCIES INVESTIGATING b3 

MYSTERIOUS DISAPPEARANCE SUBJECT WHO ARRIVED MEXICO CITY 

NOVEMBER 11 LAST FROM NEW YORK ON EASTERN AIRLINES FLIGHT 301 

AND STAYED AT HOTEL CONTINENTAL HILTON UNTIL DISAPPEARANCE 

- 4 SBASSY PROTECTION SECTION HAS чы VIDAL 18 b6 
OG. La пие ВК о; D FATHER || 276 
Әр, AND HAVE RECEIVED NO INFORMATION TO CLARIFY DTSRPPER с. 

BLOODSTAINED CLOTHING IDENTIFIED AS VIDAL'S LOCATED AND RUMORS 

CIRCULATING THAT HE HAD BEEN SPECULATING IN CUBAN PESOS AND 

HAD BEEN IN FIGHT WITH CASTROITE CUBANS IN NEW YORK. DESCRIBED 

AS WMA, ЭҢ YEARS, 5 FEET 41, 220 POUNDS, HEAVY BUILD, DARK 

BALDING HAIR, DARK EYES. ZEQuEST BUREAU CABLE IDENTIFICATION 


rotten 


ж .REGORD. AND NEW YO NIERVIEW VIDAL'S WIFE AND OTHER 


төлде Тқ 


5 LOGICAL SOURCES FOR INFORMATION RE ACTIVITIES AND POSSIBLE 
LEADS. 


x JOHN F, DESMOND 


B RECEIVED: 6:19 PM MN 


Се Тие v7 
3RD CC-MR. L'ALLIER, Ду |. REG ЗА ЕТ US 


eae 1/4 i 


If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably 
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau’s cryptographic systems, 
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Federal Віш мора 
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C] Name Searching Unit - Room 6527 
Service Unit - Room 6524 


= to File Review 
EE aserfüon VERY ETRE; 
L [Return to one o e Pg о” 


Supervisor Room Ext. 


Type of References Requested: 
Hee Request (Analytical Search) 
All References (Subversive & Nonsubversive) 
Subversive References Only 


Nonsubversive Heferences Only 
Main > References Only 


Type of Search Requested: 
Restricted to Locality of 
Exact Name Only (On the Nose) 
Busldup [ Variations 


/ 
Gis EL смок / 


Subject 
Birthdate & Place 
Address 
Localities i Z 2.0 
ñ Searche 3 
Вай Date иав Initials 
Prod. Е 
FILE NUMBER SERIAL 
We 


E X ила. 701, Vi dale 
И. | p: 
Ъ?Е 
d 
20-272 3/0 7- Z 
м ka Vi da L. 
U ма далу брата „ге 
7 Ж, n 
NI| Уд- 359 78/- 2 
Wile hin, Vidal 
Qu 
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a amm dre iet 
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6 E TU eae ee | 
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коку, ам lil unnm | 


ка ІІІ уыш 4 Ба Mes 
COMMUNICAT NA засто N. ЧЕ masa 
1; 
URGENT 11-23-61 5-57 АМ TDM I 
TO DÍRECTOR ` -3- FBI ATTN.. LIASON SECTION, Wy 
FROM SAC NEW YORK Le (/-/ 
LUIS MELCHOR ута | | REBUTEL DATED ELEVEN TWENTY TWO SIXTY 2 


ONE, RE MEXICO CITY TELEPHONE CALL ELEVEN TWENTY TWO SIXTY ONE AND 

RE NY PHONE CALL TO BUREAU THIS DATE. MRS LUIS VIDAL, WIFE OF. 

SUBJECT AND LUIS VIDAL SR, FATHER OF SUBJECT, BOTH INTERVIEWED 
“Г АДИ 
AS SAS ENTERED APARTMENT, MRS. VIDAL TELEPHONICALLY TALKING WITH j 
MEXICO CITY, AT WHICH TIME SHE WAS ADVISED THAT A BODY WAS FOUND 

TWO MILES DISTANT FROM SPOT WHERE CLOTHES WERE DISCOVERED 

WHICH WERE PREVIOUSLY IDENTIFIED BY HER AS BEING THOSE OF HER HUSBAND. 


AIRLINES FLIGHT THREE ZERO 2 рй е! 


HUN AIR LINES FLIGHT THREE ZERO ONE ON ELEVEN E 
FOR MEXICO CITY, NEXICO, WITH RESERVATIONS THERE 
SUBJECT TRAVELED TO MEXICO CITY ON BUSINZSS TRIP IN CONNECTION 
ИА тн SOUTHWESTERN SUGAR IND MOLASSES COs, NYC, SUBJECT TRAVELED 
END PAGE ONE |: горе 4254 - 


кезене fi d 
DECS 1516 ^ Dnr EG a С 


PAGE TWO 

ON ORDERS FROM МВ. JOSEPH KAPLAN, OF ABOVE COMPANY, WHO WAS 

ENROUTE TO MEXICO CITY FOR APPOINTMENT WITH SUBJECT, AT 

CONTINENTAL HILTON HOTEL. KAPLAN HOWEVER TELEPHONICALLY ADVISED 

SUBJECT FROM SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS THAT HE WAS UNABLE TO KEEP APPOINTMENT 

IN MEXICO CITY AND WAS ENROUTE TO PERU ON BUSINESS. SUBJECT WAS TO 

MEET WITH AARON SAENZ, WHO HAS OFFICES IN SAENZ BLDG,, FOURTEENTH 

FLOOR, MEXICO CITY, (NEXICO. MRS VIDAL ADVISED THAT TELEGRAM WAS 

SENT TO HER ADVISING THAT SUBJECT WAS TO GO TO SUGAR MILLS ON ELEVEN 

FIFTEEN SIXTY ONE AND COULD BE EXPECTED TO RETURN TO NYC ON 

WEEK END. SHE STATED THAT SUBJECT USUALLY ENDED TELEGRAMS WITH WORD, 

LOVE., HOWEVER, THIS TELEGRAM WAS ENDED WITH WORD, "CARINOSAMENTE," 

WHICH SHE THOUGHT STRANGE. MRS. VIDAL STATED THAT SUBJECT STAYED 

AT CONTINENTAL HILTON HOTEL ALTHO HE HAD RESERVATIONS AT EL PRADO. 

SHE DID NOT KNOW REASON FOR CHANGE. SHE STATED THAT A PERSON 

уж 
b7C 


SATURDAY ELEVEN EIGHTEEN SIXTY ONE THAT HUSBAND MISSING. 


END PAGE TWO 


PAGE THREE 
HER OF FINDING CLOTHING ON STAURDAY AND BODY FOUND THIS DATE. E: | BND 


[| LUIS VIDAL SR. ADVISED THAT TELEGRAM DATED 


ELEVEN TWENTY TWO LAST SENT BY AARON SAENZ, ТО LUIS VIDAL SR., STATED 
THAT HE, SAENZ HAD NOT MET WITH SUBJECT AS PLANNED, 


AND HAD LEARNED FROM PRESS REPORTS THAT POLICE WERE 
INVESTIGATING SUBJECTS DISAPPEARANCE. MRS. VIDAL COULD 
FURNISH NO INFORMATION CONCERNING SUBJECTS DISAPPEARNCE AND 


OR POSSIBLE INJURY. SHE AND SUBJECTS FATHER, LUIS SR. BOTH DENIED 
ANY INVOLVMENT IN POLITICAL ACTIVITIES ON PART OF SUBJECT. 


ранна нна 


TRAVELED ALONE TO MEXICO CITY, MRS. VIDAL UNABLE TO ADVISE YEAR 

OF SUBJECT-S BIRTH, BUT STATED HE WAS BORN ON AUGUST TWENTY NINTH. 
LUIS VIDAL SR. FREQUENTLY INCOHERENT. MRS, VIDAL, MOTHER OF 

SUBJECT, PRESENTLY IN ST CLAIRE-S HOSPITAL, NYC, COMPLETELY PARALYZED. 
END PAGE THREE 


PAGE FOUR 

SUBJECTS WIFE STATED THAT SUBJECT WAS ARRESTED DUE TO INVOLVEMENT 
IN EXCHANGE OF CUBAN PESOS IN NYC APPROXIMATELY ONE YEAR AND A HALF 
AGO, WHILE LIVING AT PRESENT NY ADDRESS, SHE DENIED KNOWLEDGE e 


b7E 
OF OTHER ARRESTS OF SUBJECT. SUBJECTS FATHER IS SUBJECT OF MATTER 


"WAS BASED ON RECEIPT OF INFORMATION INDICATING HE HAD FURNISHED 

ADVICE AND DATA TO DOMINICAN OFFICIALS CONCERNING MISCELLANEOUS 
POLITICAL MATTERS. NYO WILL CONTACT SOURCES AND NYCPD FOR 

ANY RECORD OF SUBJECT. SUGGEST LEGAT MEXICO CITY BE NOTIFIED OF ABOVE. 
END 

NY R NR 03 A WA JHA 


< ОРПОМА» FORM NO. 10 , а Tolson 
Belmont 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT Mohr — 
Conrad 
Memorandum , / 2 
(Өс Malone 
Rosen 
TO гү, с. Sullivan VN DATE: November 23, 1961 таш" 
Tele, Room 
FROM » Gandy 
А :5. В. бопановр 5 andy 
“ 
SUBJECT: Luis weena rund | | 
b3 
C. ! „МУ b7E 
At 2:30 a.m., 11-23-61 SA Roderick Precht1 of the New T uk 
Office telephonically advised that New York was sending Bureau a 
teletype in captioned matter and, in addition, he furnished the 
following information: 
At 8:30 p.m. 11-22-61 John Desmond, Legat Mexico, tele- 
phonically advised New York Office that Vidal had just been found 
b3 
b7D 
b7E 


Q 
—. 


According to Desmond, the wife had indicated that she knew 
that her husband was dead prior to the police finding the body and 
police were extremely desirous of having the wife interviewed con- 
cerning the telephone call and any information she might have relative 
to Vidal's disappearance and death. 


Mr. Desmond stated that if any information were developed 
he wished it to be telephonically furnished to him at his home phone 
number, 20-65-47, Lomas Mexico, D. F. 

New York has not furnished results of above interview to 
Legat Mexico. 


ACTION: 
SA John J. Foarde who is handling t 


phonically advised of the above at 7:30 a.m., 11-23-61. He stated 
that he would report to the office to gj 1 а 


attention. ^ 
4 
Nt REC 
ACM: rpc ХАА N^ 
(5) NN y , 
А yn Фе a 
Sullivan N „3 а 


- L'Allier ^ го A, 
- Moi de Ve ҒА N < 
- Dod "M j 


BW ПЕС А 105 i Pp 


| = Ф | «+ 
| z ie p x 
i: S x NE » i 
? V 1-Orig 
, "D ии ЕЗДІҢ; | 
“= | "x 2 11-24-61 
"s 1-Donahoe PU 
|2 | . ; ыы 1-Ғоагде 
| CABLEGRAM | URGENT. Oy | 
| NA ак HE PX ГА = 
TO LEGAL ATTACHE MICO CITY - As Шелби / 
. FROM DIRECTOR FRAN | : | /- 


ы 


LOUIS MELCHIOK VIDAL, ж. KEURCABS NOVEMBER TWENTY ONE E 
AND TWENTY TWO LAST AND BUREAU CALL NOVEMBER TWENTY THREE LAST. 

BUFILES CONTAIN NO DEROGATORY DATA IDENTIFIABLE WITH SUBJECT. 

FOR INFORMATION, FATHER, LOUIS MELCHIOR VIDAL, SR., SUBJECT OF 
[CASE AFTER INFORMATION RECEIVED IN ONE NINE | 
FIVE SIX THAT HE WAS FURNISHING ADVICE AND INFORMATION TO ся 
DOMINICAN OFFICIALS IN U.S. BE MISCELLANEOUS POLITICAL MATTERS. | 
IN ON NINE FIVE SEVEN INTERVIEW, VIDAL SR., STATED HE WAS PERSONAL 
FRIEND AND GREAT ADMIRER OF RAFAEL TRUJILLO AND HAD NUMEROUS 
IMPORTANT BUSINESS TRANSACTIONS WITH DOMINICAN REPUBLIC AND OTHER 
LATIN AMERICAN COUNTRIES IN THE CARIBBEAN OVER THREB ZERO YEARS. 
DENIED EVER RECOMENG DIRECTLY INVOLYED IN LATIN AMERICAN POLITICS. 
ADMITTED HE WAS DIRECTOR AND FOUNDER OF DOMINICAN CHAMBER ОГ. 
COMMERCE INGREW YORK CITY AND IN FEBRUARY, LAST MAS STILL 4 

LISTED WITH THIS ORGANIZATION, маса Ө ЗА REGIS tp 
THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC. NO PROSECUTION = RORUN 
= SAC; New: York City (By пера Mail) (Ф 


Н ја ) PILLS 
M Pm Liaison Unit detached) | " 


Tele. Roam i / 

fe тр РА 
К Е ] В. | 94 
" Gandy ^ e AIL RO TELETYPE UNIT Er М 


я 
. % 


M NOTE ON: YELLOW: 


“CABLE LEGATOMEXICO у О L ща MT LT 5 = 


RE: LOUIS MELCHIOR VIDAL, R. RD. | 
PIVE SEVEN INVESTIGATION AND’ ASSOCIATES. DESCRIBED VIDAL, SR. Ав" 


` OLD SALESMAN INCLINED то EXAGGERATE CONNECTIONS: NITH HIGH sumo. 
Ва OFFICIALS. INVESTIGATION CONTINUING IN NEW Yonk em. 


DM 2 
с ` š 
+ 


С г 5 


. Body of subject, Anerian citizen; found hear Mexico City 11- 22- 61; 
. after mysterious disappearance: 11-13- 61, under circumstances ` 


indicating foul p Summary of New York interview with wife 
is 


furnished Legat at request 11-23- -61, along with information. 
` that wife was then еп route: M | : 
agencies investigating 


- requested data on Subjec = at Mexican authorities elieve... 


political murder" indicated and’ subject possibly worked for Fidel 
Castro in U.S. No information in. Bufiles supporting this, but 

Es activity of father as. described above is indicated. 
his cable 15. being. Sent. via’ eased, Jine: at no cost до, the Bureau, 


| ‚ ЪТЕ 


y °з 
PX 


+ b7D 


DIE 20% О ae. uM iy | Қ kas I 
2 = Jb mei | p à i, ^ i A š 4 
eiu wá DN ge А I и u 3 | 
ЛЫ) ee TE Фф l-Original f @ : 
AUS м 8 | р к қ Я 2 E 


l-Yellow 
l-Liaíson 
l-Mr. Foarde ' 


PLAIN TEXT dos ы 12-1-61 


7 TELETYPE 000 22000000 URGENT. 


b3 | 


TO SACS ALBANY 
b7E 


NET. 2 Жа чета, | | 
FROM arcis OR FBI r тағы i 
LOUIS MELCHIOR VIDAL, Jp | REBUTEL TO NY AND AL NOVEMBER 
TWENTY NINE LAST AND NY TEL TO WFO NOVEMBER THIRTI LAST. MEXICO 
CITY POLICE CONSIDER JOEL D. KAPLAN PRIME SUSPECT BELIEVE HE MAY 
HAVE MET VICTIM AT AIRPORT, THEY ADVISE KAPLAN IDENTIFIED BY 


SEVERAL WITNESSES AS PERSON PAYING VICTIM'S BILL AND REMOVING 


LUGGAGE FROM HOTEL AFTER CALL RECEIVED IN MIDDLE OF NIGHT BY INDIVID- 
UAL CLAIMING TO BE VICTIM AND STATING НЕ WAS LEAVING AND SENDING “` | 
PERSON TO PAY AND PICK UP LUGGAGE. > POLICE BELIEVE VICTIM IN 
ASSASSIN'S CUSTODY FROM NOVEUBER TWELVE UNTIL SIXTEENTH OR SEVEN- 

TEENTH OF NOVEMBER LAST WHEN MURDER ғаз COMMIPTED ТНА rue WAS | 
SERIOUSLY BEATEN ABOUT РА ав AND HEAD PRIOR то MURDER ANI EFFORTS 
jPOSSIBLY MADE ТО OBTAIN INFORMATION „ОВ REVENGE. POBICE HAVE RELEASED 
FOREGOING TO PRESS AND HAVE PUBLISHED OLD PHOTOORABH Or KAPLAW 45 

PRINCIPAL SUSPECT, SOME POLICE SUGGESTED INTERNATIONAL DRUG TRAFFIC. 1 
AS MURDER BASIS BUT 0. S. NARCOTIC REPRESENTATIVE IN MEXICO ADVISES ` 
НО BASIS FOR THEORY EXISTS. GIVE PREFERRED дини TO LEADS ON 


aem оа WFO (BY SPECIAL MESSENGER) [ _] «o Ж) 
Se jeep ee >” E 
ч EVA — Жо, 
де DA CAT ШЕ СП. 
| Trotter 


ша DEC1 1961 -5 2⁄⁄— 
Tele. Room | TELETYPE | 


Ingr 
CE OEC 6 ӘӘ. TELETYPE UNIT 


Sullivan 
| Tavel 


- Tolson 


rise nuts, ЕНЕ кишу pees wa 


Belmont 
Mohr 
Callahan 
Conrad 
DeLoach 
Evans 

Malone 
Rosen . 
Sullivan 
Tavel 
Trotter 


Tele. Room 


Ingram 
Gandy 


70 SACS ALBANY ы е š u ' b3 


ТОСЕ PIDE, 38. [ | B 
LOUIS MELORICR DAL, es 
|__| | 


KAPLAN AND TRAVELS DURIAC РУУ Last. ALL OFFICES SUTEL 


NOTE: 


We gre handling all reasonable leads| |] 
mee captioned American citizen found murdered near 
FEES OEY 11-99-81, Handled gape 
Matters. n. E «а 22 Ë 


PAX lit: е og v 
T s ^io Жо. а f- | 
DEC1 1961. | та 


TELETYPE. 7978 - 


MAIL RooM С TELETYPE unit L] 


ж - ғ 


жə ' 
4-3 (Rev. 6-2-61) ` ^ . 
u 5 4.2 . ñ Tolson 
- - “ Belmont 
x м» d Мор 


Callahan 


Conrad 


DECODED COPY рде 
Uo Malone 
А MUR 
га Airgram &rCablegram == 


Tele. Room 


Ingram 
Gandy 


URGENT, 11-30-61 fp 
то paros 4 


FROM LEGAT, MEXICO CITY NO. 839 


LOUIS MELCHIOR VIDAL, JR. |__| ВЕВОСАВ NOVEMBER 29 LAST. қый 
MEXICO CITY POLICE ADVISE THEY CONSIDER JOEL D. KAPLAN 

THE PRIME SUSPECT VIDAL MURDER BELIEVING THAT KAPLAN MAY 

HAVE MET VIDAL AT AIRPORT AND THAT HE HAS BEEN IDENTIFIED 

BY SEVERAL WITNESSES AS PERSON WHO PAID VIDAL'S HOTEL BILL 

AND REMOVED HIS LUGGAGE FROM HOTEL CONTINENTAL HILTON 

AFTER VIDAL OR PERSON IMPERSONATING HIM TELEPHONED HOTEL 

IN MIDDLE OF NIGHT TO STATE WAS LEAVING AND WOULD SEND 

PERSON TO PAY BILL AND REMOVE LUGGAGE. THEY BELIEVE VIDAL 

WAS -IN CUSTODY ASSASSINS FROM NOVEMBER 12 UNTIL MURDERED 

ABOUT NOVEMBER 16 OR 17; THAT HE HAD BEEN SEVERELY BEATEN 

ABOUT FACE AND HEAD PRIOR TO BEING SHOT; AND POSSIBLY 

EFFORTS WERE MADE TO OBTAIN INFORMATION OR REVENGE DURING 

THAT TIME, POLICE HAVE RELEASED FOREGOING TO NEWSPAPERS 
AND HAVE PUBLISHED OLD PHOTOGRAPH OF KAPLAN AS PRINCIPAL 
SUSPECT. 


VARIOUS POLICE AGENCIES HAVE SUGGESTED 
INTERNATIONAL DRUG TRAFFIC AS BASIS FOR MURDER, BUT UNITED 
STATE NARCOTICS BUREAU REPRESENTATIVE BEN WHITE STATES NO 
BASIS EXISTS FOR ASSUMPTION. 


JOHN Е. DESMOND 


j . E * . 
| о ор GT REG- 46 tm ПЕС Meg М 
mien E — тт 
ii и Ms б е ду Sete, 
n р 3RD CC-MR. L'ALLIER 
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Tf the intelligence contained іп the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably 
paraphrased inorder to protect the Bureau’s cryptographic systems. 
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-Üriginal 


"Yellow | I 
. | E 126101901 ~ November 29, 1961 
(0020 бв | | 
TO LEGAL ATTACHE, ИЕЛІСО cr А A i 
FROM DIRECTOR, FBI | j m DS 


10018 MELCHIOR VIDAL, Gm. [ — Івғовидттон DEVELOPED TO DATE BY ЪЗ 
LM жұ лы несе Mud: b7E 
NEW YORK OFFICE SUMMARIZED AS FOLLOWS: NEW YORK POINTS OUT WIDOW, 
DURING INTERVIEW NOVEUBER TWENTY-THREE, LAST, TOLD VIDAL SENIOR, го 
KEEP QUIET AND LET HER HANDLE INTERVIEW. LATTER SPOKE IN RAMBLING 
b3 


MANNER AND PARTIALLY INOOHERENT, ANONYMOUS: MALE ADYISED| |2, 
b7E 


1 - Foreign Liaison Unit (detached) 45 


Tolson s | 

Mtl S HOLE: We are handling all reasonable leads 

Callahan > — in murder case involving captioned American © еп Ройпа 5244 CO 
Pan death near Mexico City 11/22/61. · Handle as сы сл 

Evans | ine ай 08 


matter. Cable sent over lease 
Sullivan 


: K pECT WOT 
avel 4,9 қ 


Trotter А АР”. 

Tele. Room f z Code d - | , 
Ingram + Сә Әм à £ 

Gandy SMA ROOM r TEEERYPERUNIT L 2N rt 


E LEGAT, MPXICO CITY - 3 lo NE 
. BE: LOUIS MELCHIOR VIDAL; we — | PAS 


SOURCE ` 


‘NEW YORK 
70 DATE HAS NOT IDENTIFIED ANONYMOUS MALE WHO FURNISHED ABOVE INFOR- 


ГВ голд ғов нам PROCESS TO USE THIRD-CLASS MOLASSES, AND 


RECEI VED FROM SAENZ SUGAR PEOPLE REGARDING FORMULA, AND BOTH KAPLAN 
AND SUBJECT WERE TO 60. KAPLAN РОР НЕ HAD то GO TO 1474, PERU, 


(s b3 


b7D 


b7E , 


"SUGGESTED POSSIBILITY KAPLAN was MURDERER| Д 


' MATION, VIDAL SENIOR ADVISED JOSE SANTOS, L т 


| VIDAL SENIOR HELPED PERFECT IDEA. ` | “БЕН COMPANY LATER PORMED, сон- T" 
 SISTING OF SANTOS, VIDAL, Ra, AND: JOB KAPLAN, WHO HAS EXTENSIVE 
^ INTERESTS IN MOLASSES FIELD. MEXICO CITY TRIP BASED QN INQUIRY ` 


AND TOLD SUBJECT HE WOULD MBE? HIM т MEXICO CITY. VIDAL, SENIOR, ` qs 


— SAID HE WARNED SUBJECT AGAINST TRAVELING TO MEXICO CITY BEFORE НЕ. | 
- KNEW DATE KAPLAN TO MEET HIM. ` VIDAL, SENIOR, STATED SUBJEOT FAD : 


| “с. mE 


TO LEGAT, MEXICO CITY ЕЕ 

RE: LOUIS MELCHIOR VIDAL, Re | Е | Е ae 
ARGUMENT ON STREET WITH THREE INDIVIDUALS WHO HAD LEFT OFFICE OF 
VIDAL, SENIOR, AFTER BEING REFUSED ASSISTANCE IN OBTAINING MILITARY 
EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES FOR SHIPMENT TO CARIBBEAN AREA. VIDAL, SENIG, 
SAID THESE MEN WERE STRANGERS AND BELIEVED TWO OF THEM WERE CUBAN, 
НЕ ДЕУТВИЕО THAT JOE VALERIANA WITNESSED ARGUMENT. VIDAL, SENIOR, 
COULD. SUPPLY NO ADDITIONAL DETAILS. LEADS OUTSTANDING TO INTERVIEW 
VALERIANA WHILE ON VACATION IN UTICA, NEW YORK. ANOTHER SOURCE 
ADVISED JOEL M. KAPLAN IS ASSISTANT TO PRESIDENT OF SOUTHWESTERN 
SUGAR AND MOLASSES COMPANY, AND HAS BEEN ASSOCIATED WITH KAPLAN 
INTERESTS THROUGHOUT BUSINESS CAREER. PRESIDENT 18 JACOB M. KAPLAN, 
DESCRIBED AS WELL-KNOWN BUSINESSMAN AND FINANCIER. RAUL CARRASQUELLO 
AND WIFE ADVISED RAUL 16 BROTHER OF TERESA VIDAL, -DISCLATUBD B 
KNOWLEDGE OF PURPOSE OF MEXICAN TRIP BY SUBJECT, BUT POINTED OUT 
BUSINESS ENTERPRISE INVOLVING NEW SUGAR FORMULA IN WHICH SUBJECT 
ASSOCIATED WITH JOSEPH KAPLAN AND JOSE SANTOS. SUBJECT WAS PRESI- 
DENT OF THIS FIRM, CALLED AMERICAN SUCROSE COMPANY. THEY SAID BOTH 


KAPLAN AND SANTOS WERE TO ACCOMPANY SUBJECT, BUT COULD NOT STATE. 
, wo e ` 
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PO LEGAT, MEXICO CITY 


. Я Xx 2 І я I ` I b3 
RE: LOUIS MELCHIOR VIDAL, в. | | 2 BTE 


| P] WHETHER SANTOS MADE TRIP. SANTOS DESCRIBED AS SPANIARD ‘WHO RESIDED 


TEN YEARS IN DOMINICAN REPUBLIC, AND MARRIED TO DOMINICAN. 

p CARRASQUELLO STATED SANTOS DISAPPOINTED SUBJECT NAMED PRESIDENT ОР 
IRM INSTEAD OF SANTOS. THEY DISCLAIMED KNOWLEDGE OF PERSONS ІНУОІ- | 
ED IN MURDER, BUT SUGGESTED CRIME CONNECTED IN SOMEWAY WITH BUSINESS 
MANSACTIONS CONCERNING FORMULA, NEW YORK PLANS INTER VIEW WITU > 
SANTOS AND WIFE, GUSTAVO VIDAL STATED НЕ IS NOT RELATED То SUBJECT. 
AS EMPLOYER OF AMERICAN CAN COMPANY, HE ARRIVED MEXICO СІТҮ, 

| NOVEMBER SII, LAST, AND DEPARTED NOVEMBER TWELVE, LAST, VIA AIR 

. ТРАНСЕ. CLAIMED ONLY KNOWLEDGE ОР SUBJECT FROM NEWSPAPERS, ATTORNEY 
МА ron TERESA VIDAL CONTACTED NEW YORK, NOVEMBER TWENTY-EIGHT, LAST, 
SEREING INFORMATION AND OFFERING COOPERATION, OFFER TACTFULLY 
ECLINED, FURNISH BUREAU AVAILABLE PERTINENT DETAILS TO DATË 
ARDING MEXICAN INVESTIGATION FOR GUIDANCE OF NEW YORK OFFICE IN 
lNDLING CURRENT LEADS AND ANY ADDITIONAL INVESTIGATION NECESSARY. 


Mr. Tolson 
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bes T UF RR e ра Mohr кюз 
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ae ETYPE | Mr. Evans _ 
uno Ам 61 12-16 РМ РС | 
TO DÉRECTOR, FBI /7//ATT ,, LIAISON SECTION / AND SAC, ALBRNY-RND-SAC, 
WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE / "a 


FROM SAC, NEU siwa {Р 26 


10015 "n теі, за ДО |ремүте, TO BUREAU AND SAC, ALBANY 
NOVEMBER TWENTY -SEVEN, NINETEEN SIXTY- ONE AND BUTEL то SACS, NEW 
YORK AND ALBANY NOVEMBER TWENTY-NINE, NINETEEN SIXTY-ONE. FOR 
INFORMATION OF WFO, BUREAU HAS INSTRUCTED THAT PHOTOGRAPH BE OBTAINED 
OF JOEL, AKA JOSEPH D., KAPLAN, AS WELL AS OTHER BACKGROUND, INCLUDING 
TRAVELS DURING NOVEMBER è JOEL KAPLAN REPORTEDLY SON OR NEPHEW OF 
ABRAHAM 1. KAPLAN. |НА$ DESCRIBED JOEL KAPLAN AS b7D 
BEING BORN IN THE U, S. IN NINETEEN TWENTY-SEVEN. WFO REVIEW PASSPORT 
FILES, U, 5, STATE DEPARTMENT, AND OBTAIN MOST RECENT PHOTO, FORWARDING 
COPIES TO BUREAU AND NYO, TOGETHER WITH BACKGROUND, INCLUDING | 
PERMANENT RESIDENCE. RECORDS o [INDICATED CORPORATION в 
CARD FILED ON JANUARY TEN, NINETEEN SIXTY-.ONE FOR THE AMERICAN 

SUCROSE COMPANY. NO RECORD FOR THIS COMPANY LOCATED COUNTY CLERK-S 
OFFICE, NEW YORK COUNTY, ALBANY REQUESTED TO CONTACT SECRETARY OF 
STATE FOR ANY INFORMATION AVAILABLE CONCERNING THIS COMPANY, SUTEL 


RESULTS, НА y 4 у. b7E 
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FEDERAL BUREAU Ce ТЕНОР 
0. S. DEPARTRENT OF JUSTICE 
COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 

DEC ~ 1 1901 l 


TELETYPE“: 


URGENT; 12-4461 12-05 РМ РС 
TO DIRECTOR, FBI /5/ /ATT.. LIAISON SECTION /AND SAC, ALBANY 
r NEW ТОК | 

10015: ТТІ ДЕ, de. | RE WFO TEL NOVEMBER THIRTY, s% “pr 
NINETEEN SIXTY-ONE, ALBANY DISREGARD LEAD TO CHECK RECORDS 
SECRETARY OF STATE RE SOUTHWESTERN SUGAR END MOLASSES COMPANY. 
END Ра 
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LOUIS MELCHIOR VIDAL, ж) | RE NEW YORK TEL DATED 


NOVEMBER THIRTY SIXTYONE. 


RECORDS SECRETARY OF STATE, 


ALBANY, NY, CHECKED THIS DATE, REFLECT AMERICAN 
SUCROSE COMPANY FILED A CERTIFICATE OF INCORPORATION WITH THE 


SECRETARY OF STATE ON JANUARY TEN SIXTYONE. 


PURPOSE WHICH: 


CORPORATION WAS ORGANIZED WAS FIRST TO ENGAGE IN THE 


MANUFACTURING, PROCESSING AND PRODUCTION OF FOODSTUFFS, 


BIOCHEMICALS, ALLIED NUTRIENTS MADE FROM SUGARS OF ALL KIND, 


SECOND TO ENGAGE IN THE RESEARCH 


COOPERATE WITH OTHERS IN OBTAINING THE OBJECTS SET FORTH IN / 
ONE AND TWO, AND TO SELL, ASSIGN, LICENSE AND SUBLICENSE ^? 
OTHERS IN UTILIZATION OF THE RESULTS OF THE RESEARCH OF THE 

CORPORATION AND PRODUCTS THEREOF, WHETHER FOR IMPORT OR EXPORT, 
FOURTH ACQUIRE REAL ESTATE, SELL, ECT. 
REFLECT THAT SUBSCRIEENS LM Pri Bors 


^Y. JOE De KAPLAN, 


END PAGE ONE 


TWO ONE FIVE EAST SEVENTY NINTH STREET, NEW 
6° DE O rs о DES 4 13 
«уд Grey, 198015 Me VIDAL, ОВ.) FOUR SIX FIVE WEST END AVENUE, 


TO DEVELOP NEW METHODS FOR 
OBTAINING OR TREATING SUCH FOODSTUFFS AND TO COORDINATE AND 


— _ 


ре 


M" 
I e ё 


РАСЕ TWO 


NEW YORK TWENTY FOUR , JOSEPH Fe PADLON || sd вен 
| | ATTORNEY HANDLING INCORPORATION WAS 


COMPLETE CERTIFICATE OF INCORPORATION DESIRED, CAN BE OBTAINED 


FROM SECRETARY OF STATE. REBUTEL NOVEMBER TWENTYNINE LAST. 

NYS DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHICLES, ALBANY, NY ADVISES RECORDS 

RE DRIVERS LICENSES ARE NOT FILED NUMERICALLY, THEREFORE, WOULD 
BE UNABLE TO DETERMINE TO WHOM NY DRIVERS LICENSF ONE TWO TWO 
ZERO FOUR TWO THREE ISSUED. SFARCH OF RECORDS NEGATIVELY 
CONDUCTED RE SUBJECT AND JOFL, AKA JOSEPH D, КАРАМ. RECORDS 
FURTHER INDICATE ABOVE LICENSE NUMBER ISSUED AS A CHAUFFEUR-S 
LICENSE IN NINETEEN FIFTYNINE AND NINETEEN SIXTYONE AND ALSO AS 
OPERATOR-S LICENSE IN NINETEEN FIFTYEIGHT ALL WERE ISSUED OUT 
OF THE NEW YORK DISTRICT OFFICE. NEW YORK ATTEMPT TO IDENTIFY 
HOLDER OF ABOVE LICENSE AND SUTEL BUREAU, 

END AND ACK PLS 
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e d DIRECTOR, FBI, AND BACS, ALBANY AND NEW ми 


я, 


TRON: SAC, WASHINGTON FIELD 

_LOULS MELCHIOR VIDAL, JR., PPC. RANYTEL NOVEMBER THIRTY, 
NINGTSEN SIXTYONE, FILES, PSSSPORT ОРЕТСа, USDS, CONTAIN 
ONLY пони APPLICATION FILED AUGUST NINETEEN, NINETEAN SIXTY, 
AT AMSRICAN EMBASSY, LIHA, PARU, BY JOEL DAVID KAPLAN, BORN 
OCTOBER SEVENTEEN, NINETSEN TWENTYSIX, NEW YORK, NET YORK, 
FOR PASSPORT NUMBER ONE ONE SIX SIX FOUR NINE SIGHT ISSUED 
KAPLAN AUGUST SIGHT, NINZTLEN FIFTYEIGHT, AT WDC. LEGAL 
RESIDENCE GIVEN AS TWO ONE FIVE EAST SEVENTYNINTH STRET, 
NYC, FOREIGN ADDRESS AS HOTEL BOLIVAR, LIMA, PERU, MPLOYMENT 
AS REPRESENTATIVE FOR SOUTHVESTERN SUGAR AND MOLASSES COMPANY, 
CITY AND STATE NOT GIVEN. ОН AUGUST NINETEEN, NINETEEN SIXTY, 
ABOVZ PASSPORT RENEVED BY DELANO LC KSLVEY, AMURICAN CONSUL, 

TTGRICAN EMBASSY, LIMA, FOR ADDITIONAL TWO YEARS. NO PHOTO 
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PAGE TWO 


у ADDITIONAL INFO AVAILABLZ. PREVIOUS APPLICATIONS, 
CONTAINING PHOTO AND ADDITIONAL DESCRIPTIVE DATA, BEING 


REQUESTED OF FRC, ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA, UNAVAILABLE UNTIL 


DECHIBER ONE NEXT AT SOONEST. WFO WILL SUTEL WHEN IADE 
AVAILABLE. ALBANY ALSO CHECK AT SECRATARY OF STATE FOR 


ABOVE COMPANY. ANDING. 


Approved: — Sent М Per 
Special Agent in Charge 
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S ОТНИ Ë 
го | | | b7E 
“J TO LEGAL ATTACHE MEXICO CITY | 
By FROM DIRECTOR FBI | 
LOUIS MELCHIOR VIDAL, JR.,| | REBUCAB NOVEMBER TWENTY NINE 
LAST, INVESTIGATION TO DATE SUMMARIZED AS FOLLOWS: JOSE SANTOS 
NOT INTERVIEWED TO DATE AND MRS. JOSE SANTOS FURNISHED FOLLOWING 
INFORMATION REGARDING VICTIM, KAPLAN AND VICTIM'S WIFE, SHE AD- 
 VISED HER HUSBAND DEVELOPED FORMULA TO МАКЕ SOLID MOLASSES. AGREE- 
MENT NEVER REACHED IN NEGOTIATIONS WITH FIDEL CASTRO ON FORMULA, 
HUSBAND, WITH JOEL KAPLAN AND VICTIM, FOUNDED AMERICAN SUCROSE 
COMPANY ONE YEAR AGO, KAPLAN LIQUIDATING INTERESTS IN SOUTHWESTERN 
SUGAR AND MOLASSES COMPANY TO FINANCE МЕК COMPANY AND HAD FINANCIAL 
TROUBLE ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS. NEW COMPANY TO BUILD PLANT IN 
HOUSTON, TEXAS. HUSBAND COULD THINK OF NO REASON FOR TRIP TO: 
MEXICO CITY BY KAPLAN AND VICTIM, QUOTED MÈS. VIDAL AS STATING 
KAPLAN CALLED VICTIM FROM TEXAS TO ADVISE HE COULD NOT MEET HIM 
IN MEXICO SINCE KAPLAN HAD TO GO ТО PERU, ALSO QUOTED MRS, VIDAL 
AS EXPRESSING RELUCTANCE TO VIEW BODY OF HUSBAND STATING SHE WAS 
AFRAID HE WOULD TALK ТО НЕК. MRS, SANTOS SAID SHE NEVER HEARD OF 
seine’ ALLEGED BEATING RECEIVED BY SUBJECT ANDIER HUSBAND NEVER PED. 


Mohr 
Callah 


Conrad За 5) І | Lp 
EST Чо ИТІ? q k À "EOS 
е оге dena) | AI s 
ullivon N reasonable leads| 
Tavel — — since СҮТ E Tzen found murdered in Mexico City оп 
я Cable; зервуа feased line.at по cost to the Bureau, "n 
Ў u PAR unr ДП | E а раве / 


МАМ 
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2. RE: 10015 MELCHIOR VIDAL NN 


NOTE Cont: If not ‘sent ‘before "EC . bi it а m Е 
10-а.п., 12-2-61. Handled | as | matter. . ыз. 


SUCH A BEATING, | 6 


b7C 


PASSPORT OFFICE FILES: CONTAIN 
. "APPLICATION OF JOEL DAVID KAPLAN, BORN OCTOBER SEVENTEEN, ONE NINE 
© TWO SIX, NEW YORK CITY, FOR PASSPORT. NUMBER ONE ONE SIX SIX FOUR. `` 
"NINE EIGHT, RESIDENCE LISTED AS TWO ONE FIVE EAST SEVEN NINE ` E "uc 
bg ‘STREET, NEW YORK CITY AND' FOREIGN ADDRESS IS HOTEL BOLIVAR, LIMA, 
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EU TO LEGAT MEXICO Т 
КЕ: LOUIS MELCHIOR VIDAL,. ET n 


PERU, ` PHOTO BEING. OBTAINED, CERTIFICATE OF. INCORPORATION. 


n FILED JANUARY, ONE: NINE SIX ONE, IN. NEW YORK STATE LISTS 


. SUBSCRIBERS AND DIRECTORS OF AMERICAN SUCROSE COMPANY: AS KAPLAN, 
|. VICTIM AND JOSEPH F. PADLON, ALSO LISTED AS ATTORNEY HANDLING ` 

E INCORPORATION, DRIVERS LICENSE RECORDS NOT EILED NUMERICALLY ` ES 
AND ADDITIONAL LEADS OUTSTANDING RE HOLDER OF NEW YORK LICENSE ` | 
MENTIONED URCAB NOVEMBER TWENTY EIGHT її, ИЕ 
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4 Miss Gandy. 


б DIRECTOR уж / ATTENTION. «LIAISON SECTION 


FROM SAC, NEW YORK ИШ 4 PAGES y. 
| де! 


RENYTEL NOV. TWENTYEIGHT LAST. 


LOUIS MELCHIOR VIDAL, JRe, 
MRS, BLANCA SANTOS, 


fos DATE ADVISED SAS DENNIS CREDDON 

AND THOMAS J, DOWLING THAT HER HUSBAND, JOSE SANTOS, WHO IS NOW 
ASSOCIATED WITH MONNE AND CO. ONE ONE ZERO FOUR EAST FORTIETH ST., 
NYC, IN CONNECTION WITH DEVELOPMENT OF A FRUIT PRESERVATIVE, DEVELOPED 
FORMULA TO MAKE SOLID MOLASSES, HE TRIED TO NEGOTIATE WITH FIDEL 
CASTRO CONCERNING THIS FORMULA BUT NEVER REACHED AN AGREEMENT. 

HE HAS KNOWN VIDAL, SR. ABOUT FOURTEEN YEARS, HAVING FIRST 

МЕТ HIM IN THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC. HE HAS KNOWN VIDAL, JR. ABOUT 
ONE YEAR. THE VIDALS INTRODUCED HIM TO JOEL KAPLAN, WHO WAS TO 
SUPPLY THE NECESSARY CAPTIAL FOR PLANT AND EQUIPMENT TO UTILIZE 
FORMULA. ABOUT ONE YEAR AGO HER HUSBAND, VIDAL, JR. AND KAPLAN 
FOUNDED AMERICAN SUCORSE CO. SANTOS WAS TO RECEIVE A SALARY ОҒ 
EIGHTEEN THOUSAND DOLLARS AND A ROYALTY ON BASIS ОҒ PRODUCTION 
UTILIZING FORMULA HE HAD UNDER PATENT. KAPLAN, ACCORDING TO MRS. 
SANTOS, HAS PHOTOGRAPHIC s) SEVENTH T 
ST., NYC. HE REPORTEDLY WAS LIQUID Қор, P7E 
END PAGE ONE құ vU X eam Ев. 4d M 
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PAGE TWO 

SOUTHWESTERN SUGAR AND MOLLASSES CO. TO FINANCE THE NEW COMPANY 

AND HAS HAD FINANCIAL TROUBLE ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS BECAUSE HE HAS 

BEEN LATE AT TIMES IN PAYING HER HUSBAND-S SALARY. NEW COMPANY 

WAS TO BUILD PLANT IN HOUSTON, TEXAS AND KAPLAN HAD REPORTEDLY 

PURCHASED MACHINERY. KAPLAN AT ONE TIME MENTIONED TO SANTOS 

POSSIBILITY OF HIS GOING TO MEXICO CITY IN CONNECTION WITH FORMULA 

BUT NEVER MENTIONED THIS AGAIN. SHE AND HER HUSBAND KNEW KAPLAN 

AND VIDAL, JR. WERE SUPPOSED TO GO TO MEXICO CITY IN NOV. SIXTY 

ONE INCONNECTION WITH FORMULA BUT SHE HAD NO INFORMATION CONCERNING 
DETAILS AND HER HUSBAND COULD THINK OF NO REASON THAT THEY HAD | 
TO GO TO MEXICO. SINCE DEATH OF VIDAL, JR., MRS. VIDAL TOLD HER THAT 
KAPLAN HAD CALLED FROM TEXAS AND TOLD VIDAL, JR, HE COULD NOT MEET | 


HIM IN MEXICO AS HE HAD TO GO TO PERU. 


SHE ADVISED MRS. VIDAL ON 
NOV. TWENTYNINE LAST EXPRESSED DISLIKE AT HAVING TO VIEW BODY 

OF HUSBAND WHICH HAS BEEN RETURNED TO NYC AND STATED SHE WAS AFRAID 
END PAGE TWO 


PAGE THREE 
НЕ WOULD TALK TO HER. MRS.» VIDAL TOLD MRS. SANTOS THAT JOEL KAPLAN з 
HAD VISITED HER ON NOV. TWENTYNINE LAST AND MENTIONED TO HER 

THAT HE WAS GOING TO WASHINGTON THIS DATE. MRS. SANTOS COMMENTED 
THAT KAPLAN MADE NO MENTION OF THIS TRIP TO HER HUSBAND. WITH 
REGARD TO PURPORTED BEATING OF VIDAL, JR., SHE MENTIONED THAT SHE 
NEVER HEARD OF ANY SUCH BEATING PRIOR TO HIS DEATH AND HER HUSBAND, 


WHO HAD CLOSE CONTACT WITH HIM UP UNTIL HE DEPARTED FOR MEXICO, 
NEVER MENTIONED SUCH A BEATING. 


END PAGE THREE 


PAGE FOUR 


AN ATTEMPT WAS MADE THIS DATE TO 


INTERVIEW JOSE SANTOS WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS. 
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NOVEMBER 22, 1962 


CODE 
/  CABLEGRAM V V URGENT 
P | 
ТО LEGAL ATTACHE, MEXICO CITY 
PROM DIRECTOR FBI | ` 
LUIS иконо VDA | | REURC!; NOVEMBER TWENTYONE, SUBJECT Ра 


MAYBE IDENTICAL WITH LOUIS М. VIDAL, JUNIOR, BORN AUGUST TWO NINE, 
ONE NINE TWO EIGHT OR ONE NINE TWO NINE, NEW YORK CITY, FBI 
 SEVEN EIGHT FIVE NAUGHT В. ENLISTED U, S, ARMY SEPTEMBER 
TWO NAUGHT, ONE NINE PIVE ONE, NEW YORK CITY, SERVICE NUMBER 
FIVE ONE ONE ONE EIGHT NAUGHT SIX SEVEN. ONLY ARREST, POLICE - 
MAPLEWOOD, NEW JERSEY, MAY TWO NINE, ONE NINE FIVE NINE, GRAND 
LARCENY, DISPOSITION UNKNOWN, | 
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: UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE dee қ 
Е : : FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 1-22-6ІХ 
А WASHINGTON 25, р. С. 
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| Director. 


The following FBI record, NUMBER 7 850 в , is furnished FOR Y. 


CONTRIBUTOR OF ARRESTED: OR 
FINGERPRINTS NAME AND NUMBER RECEIVED CHARGE DISPOSITION 


Army Louis M Vidal  |Septenmbe: 
Jr %0551118067 |20, 1951 


Police Department|Louis M. Vidal  |May 29, grand larceny 
Maplewood, Jr 11823 1959 . 
New Jersey : 


Sihce Heine 

š 4 Ж NZL ints NO z 
identifying NU which js і in 
iñ биг files 800027733 your ye ss 
FBI cannot gi | 


i Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. 
Where final disposition is not shown or further explanation of charge is desired, communicate with agency 


contributing those fingerprints. 
Notations indicated by * are NOT based on fingerprints in FBI files but are listed only as investigative leads 


as being possibly identical with subject of this record. 
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% UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE T 22- 
: š - FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION SIX 


Ж 
See " $ WASHINGTON 25, D. C. š 
е ИЗ мне 
q Director. 
The following FBI record, NUMBER 7 850 E , is furnished FOR-OFEIGLAL-USE-ONLY. _ 


CONTRIBUTOR OF 


FINGERPRINTS DISPOSITION 


Description 
Race: White 
Sex: Male 


Weight: 209 
Hair: Black 
Byes: Brown 
August 29, 1928 New York, 
New York 
Occupation: Business Executive 


Residence: 1465 West End Avenue New York 24, New York іп 
1959 
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Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. 
Where final disposition is not shown or further explanation of charge is desired, communicate with agency 
contributing those fingerprints. 

Notations indicated by * are NOT based on fingerprints in FBI files but are listed only as investigative leads 
as being possibly identical with subject of this record. 
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"AP . UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE H722-61X 
ИЕ. (и FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Фф WASHINGTON 25, D. С. 


E. | | “е 


The following FBI record, NUMBER 7 850 Е , is furnished FOR OFFICHE-USE-ONLY, | 


CONTRIBUTOR OF ARRESTED OR 
FINGERPRINTS NAME AND NUMBER RECEIVED CHARGE DISPOSITION 


This confirms FBE wire dated 11-22-61 to Legal Attache 
Mexico City. 


Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. 
Where final disposition is not shown or further explanation of charge is desired, communicate with agency 
contributing those fingerprints. 

Notations indicated by * are NOT based on fingerprints in FBI files but are listed only as investigative leads 
as being possibly identical with subject of this record. 


Құз eee 


| d 


^ 


4-8 (Rev. 6-2-61) 


3 f E Tolson 
Belmont 
$c 2 - Mohr 
А 


Callahan 


« 
Conrad 
DECODED, COPY E 
| 
^ 


Malone 
sen rr 
Да 


Н / avel 
r3 Airgram { KA санаға E 


Tele. Room 
Ingram 
Gandy 


URGENT 11-22-61 


TO DIRECTOR 

FROM LEGAT, MEXICO CITY 828 

LUIS MELCHORGYIDAL,[ 1 REMYCAB NOVEMBER 21, LAST. = 

WHO HAS FURNISHED RELIABLE INFORMATION IN NS 

TODAY THAT b7D 
b7E 


DEVELOPED THAT SUBJECT HAS 2 1/2 INCH SCAR ABOVE LEFT EAR 
RECEIVED TWO YEARS AGO NEW YORK CITY AS RESULT SUBJECT!S PRO- АТА 
CASTRO ACTIVITIES AND THAT. SUBJECT POSSIBLY WORKED FOR ҒІРЕМ И" 
CASTRO IN Ы. NRI 


JOHN Fe DESMOND 


RECEIVED? 11-23-61 10:00 РМ : 
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62 DEC 8^ 1981 ДА ү beh. Tonk 
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If the intelligence contained in the m. майды. 15 Ке EA disseminated outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably 
| paraphrased inorder to protect the Bureau’s cryptographic systems. 
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БАН Name Searching Unit - Room 6527 
Service Unit - Room 6524 
кан eed to File Review 
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LZ] Return to Ўрал č LJP £8 
Supervisor Room Ext. 
Type of References Requested: 
Regular Request (Analytical Search) 
All References (Subversive & Nonsubversive) 
Subversive References Only 
Nonsubversive References Only 
Main -------- References Only 


Type of Search Requested: 
Restricted to Locality of 
Exact Name Only (On the Nose) 
Buildup Г | Variations 


Subject Жоао Ра Аай. S 
Birthdate & Place 
Address 


Localities __ 
Searcher 

R£ — Date — “as _ Initials еди, 

Prod. — ~ o o o € ы T. 


FILE NUMBER © — SERIAL 
4-|02-08/7/ 1724 Yn, ага. 
N Ы b3 
AT b7E 
NL 
+ | 
N 


TZ 
<. Ала + 


22 = 227/44- f 


2,64 са «22 atlar Ал ал две 
OF 1957 we beate £ 
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ү Мт, olson | 
|I, Belnont | 
4 Ме, Morr 

{ Ме, Callehan. - 
4 Му, P 


uvas “ШО 
Nov? 21961 yy 
| ^ TELETYPE 


URGENT 11-24-61 3-42 РМ PC 


TITLE MARKED CHANGED TO RERLECT CORRECT SPELLING OF SUBJECT-S 

MIDDLE NAME AND THE ADDITION OF JR. TO DIFFERENTIATE BETWEEN 

22 SUBJECT AND HIS FATHER. RENYTEL TO THE BUREAU, NOVEMBER TUENTYTHREE, 

N LAST. FILES OF BSS AND ВСІ OF NYCPD CONTAIN NO INFO IDENTIFIABLE =” 

WITH SUBJECT, INDICATING THAT HE HAS EVER BEEN ARRESTED. THEY 

{э REFLECT THAT HE WAS FINGERPRINTED APRIL отк 
CABARET EMPLOYEE AND ISSUED TEMPORARY PERE ШЕН. —— 
SEVEN SIX, AS MANAGER OF D-AMORES, THREE SIX THREE TWO WHITE PLAINS 
ROAD, BRONX, OY. SUBJ NEVER PICKED UP PERMANENT PERMIT AS Nm 
IN SEPTEMBER SIXTY. SUBJ AT THAT TIME DESCRIBED AS BEING WHITE MALE, „ә 
BORN AUGUST TWENTYNINE, TWENTYNINE, NYC, GZVE FEET TEN INCHES, FETA 
TWO HUNDRED TEN POUNDS, AND AS HAVING BROWN Фр) a VA 
HAIR AND EYES, HE RESIDED AT FOUR SIX FIVE WEST END AVE., NYC. ND 
саттар у [ š 


END PAGE ÓNI 


PAGE TWO 


SUBJECT WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS. 


WHOSE IDENTITY SHOULD BE CONCEALED, THIS DATE ADVISED SOUTHWESTERN 
SUGAR AND MOLASSES COMPANY FOUNDED BY ABRAHAM I. KAPLAN AND NOW 
OPERATED BY JACK’ PLAN AND A NEWPHEW WHO MIGHT POSSIBLY BE THE 

JOSEPH KAPLAN IN QUESTION, KAPLAN, REPUTED TO BE WORTH IN EXCESS OF 
FIFTEEN MILLION DOLLARS; DEALERS IN SUGAR AND MOLASSES IN CUBA, MEXICO 
AND DOMINICAN REPUBLIC., HANDLE APPROXIMATELY SIXTY PER CENT OF THE 
MOLASSES BUSINESS IN MEXICO., HAVE TERMINALS IN HOUSTON, TEXAS, VERA- 
CRUZ, AND ELSEWHERE, AND HAVE OTHER DIVERSIFIED INTERESTS, SUCH 

AS LUMBER HOLDINGS, SUBJECT, WHO DESCRIBED HIMSELF AS OWNER OF PAINT 
COMPANY OF AMERICA, TWO TWO NINE FULTON ST., NYC, INTERVIEWED BY 

NYO JULY TWENTYSIX, SIXTY. ADVISED HE HAD BEEN TO HAVANA, CUBA, 

ON JUNE TWENTYSEVEN, SIXTY,, WHERE НЕ HAD SPENT TWENTY HOURS. ADVISED 
HE WAS A VERY CLOSE FRIEND OF JULIANZULUETA, CHAIRMAN OF CENTRAL 
CAJUANI. STATED THAT ZULUETA WAS VERY CLOSE TO PRIME MINISTER FIDEL 
CASTRO, AND WITH ECONOMIC ADVISORS OF PRESENT CUBAN GOVERNMENT. 

VIDAL INDICATED THAT ONE JOSE MARTINEZ, VICE PRESIDENT OF THE BANCO 
CONTINENTAL, A CONFIDANT OF ZULUETA, HAD CONTACTED HIM IN 

END PAGE TWO 


PAGE THREE 


NEW YORK AND WHEN HE GOT TO HAVANA, MARTINEZ MET HIM AND IMMEDIATELY 
TOOK HIM TO SEE ZULUETA. VIDAL HAD IMPRESSION THAT ZULUETA, ALTHOUGH 
CLOSE TO THE INNER CIRCLE OF FIDEL CASTRO, WAS NOT IN FULL SUPPORT 

OF THE CUBAN REGIME. ZULUETA MADE VIDAL A PROPOSITION TO ASSIST 
AMERICAN BUSINESS INTERESTS IN CUBA IF THERE WOULD BE NO VIOLATION OF 
US LAW. VIDAL DESCRIBED THE FOLLOWING POINTS AS BEING PRESENTED TO 

HIM BY ZULUETA FOR CONSIDERATIONs. /ONE/ CONTACT AMERICAN BANKS WITH 
BRANCHES IN CUBA SUCH AS NATIONAL CITY BANK, CHASE MANHATTAN, FIRST 
BANK OF BOSTON AND ROYAL BANK OF CANADA, AND BANK OF NOVA SCOTIA., 

AND ASCERTAIN WHETHER OR NOT THESE BANKS WOULD BE WILLING TO SELL THEIR 
INTERESTS AND HOLDINGS IN CUBA TO ZULUETA. /TWO/ CONTACT AMERICAN SUGAR 
COMPANIES HAVING HOLDINGS AND INTERESTS IN CUBA TO ASCERTAN WHETHER 

OR NOT THESE AMERICAN COMPANIES WOULD BE WILLING To SELL THEIR HOLDINGS 
TO ZULUETA. /THREE/ ASCERTAIN WHETHER OR NOT THERE WOULD BE 

AMERICAN TECHNICIANS AVAILABLE AND WILLING TO TRAVEL TO WORK IN CUBAN 
CONCERNS WHICH WOULD BE FINANCED BY CUBAN MONEY. /FOUR/ CONTACT 
INDIVIDUALS IN THE US WHO HOLD CUBAN PESOS AND ARE WILLING TO CONVERT 
THESE PESOS INTO NEW ISSUES OF CUBAN PESOS. VIDAL ADVISED THAT 

ZULUETA EXPLAINED THAT HE WAS WILLING то ASSUME THE PURCHASE OF 
AMERICAN INTERESTS IN CUBA WITH THE UNDERSTANDING THAT AFTER THE PRESENT 
REGIME OF PRIME MINISTER CASTRO IS OVERTHROWN, THE INTERESTS WOULD 

END PAGE THREE | 
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AGE FOUR 


THEN REVERT ТО THE ORIGINAL AMERICAN OWNERS. VIDAL STATED THAT НЕ 
WAS FULLY COGNIZANT OF THE PROVISIONS OF THE FOREIGN AGENTS REGIS- 


TRATION ACT AND THAT IF HE DID UNDERTAKE TO REPRESENT ZULUETA IN THESE 
INTERESTS, HE WOULD INCUR THE RESPONSIBILITY OF REGISTERING UNDER 

THE FARA ОҒ THIRTYEIGHT. VIDAL WAS ADVISED THAT THE FBI COULD NOT 
ADVISE HIM TO ACCEPT OR DECLINE THIS OFFER OF ZULUETA AND THAT 


WHATEVER ACTION HE TOOK WOULD BE ENTIRELY HIS DECISION TO MAKE. 


VIDAL 
STATED THAT HE WAS COGNIZANT OF THE FACT THAT THE BUREAU COULD NOT 


DIRECT HIM ONE WAY OR THE OTHER, BUT DESIRED TO FURNISH THE ABOVE 
“INFORMATION IN ORDER THAT THE BUREAU WOULD BE APPRISED OF HIS 


ACTIVITIES IN CONNECTION WITH JULIAN ZULUETA. 


NYO CONTEMPLATES NO 
FURTHER ACTION THIS MATTER AT THIS TIME AND WILL AWAIT SPECIFIC 


BUREAU INSTRUCTIONS. RUC. 
END 
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Ingram 
Gandy 


URGE 11-2h-61 . 
TO (DIRECTOR 


FROM LEGAT, MEXICO CITY No. $2.4 


LUIS месно пол, ] REBUCAB NOYEMBER 22 LAST. FOLLOW- 2 
ING LOCATION VIDAL'S BODY AND VERHFTCATION HE HAD BEEN SHOT ae 
SEVERAL TIMES, HIS WIFE TERESA VIDAL ARRIVED MEXICO CITY b7D 


NOVEMBER 23 LAST „г ЪТЕ 
SHE HAS FURNISHED LITTLE INFORMA- ü 

TION BUT STATED THAT PRIOR TO HER DEPARTURE FROM NEW YORK, 
HER FATHER-IN-LAW, LUIS VIDAL, SR., ADVISED HER TO SAY ‘/OTHING 
BUT REFER ALL INQUIRIES TO HIM. SHE STATED THAT JOE VALERIANA, 

AND ONE PAT, LNU, FRIENDS OF DECEASED 
APPROXIMATELY THREE WEEKS AGO HAD SEEN SEVERAL INDIVIDUALS 
ADMINISTERING BEATING TO DECEASED. ONE INDIVIDUAL INVOLVED IN 
BEATING WAS ARRESTED IN*'CONNECTION THEREWITH. SHE ALSO STATED 
RAUL AND ANGELINA CARRASQUILLO,[ ПП Де 
FRIENDS OF FAMILY AND MAY HAVE KNOWLEDGE OF VIDAL'S ACTIVITIES. 


А 
RECEIVED: 5:10 рум Ñ omen? n cun eed 
б» Глоб VAR. Се . ча DEC 1 1961 
3RD CC-MR. L'ALLIER Х SN i 
62 рес 20 S 
соо 1106р 


If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably 
paraphrased inorder to protect the Bureau’s cryptographic systems. 
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URGENT 11-25-61 LAPEER 


TO DIRECTOR 


FROM LEGAT, MEXICO CITY мо. 833 


© 
LOUIS MELCHIOR VIDAL, JR. ВЕМУФАВ NOVEMBER 2l. LAST. ue 


ь7с 
b7D 
b7E 


JOHN F. DESMOND ШИР, 


RECEIVED: 1:20 PM СТЕ 


© 
ee 


202000 8 DEC 1 1963 АМ 
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| If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably 
| paraphrased inorder to protect the Bureau’s cryptographic systems, 
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coz DEANTA үү e Азға ON 
MMUNICATIO, re UTE 
Scri 

NOV 25 1961 KCHON 


TELETYPE” 


URGENT ugs: 7-17 PM TVQ 

ТӨС DIRECTOR, /2/ FBI / ATTENTION LIAISION SECTION/ 
FROM Sac, NEW york [| |] 2 PAGES а 
LOUIS MELCHIOR-VIDAL, JR. ,[ | REBUTEL THIS DATE. TELEPHONE 
DIRECTORIES NEW YORK CITY AREA CONTAIN NO LISTING FOR JOE 


VALERIANA, NEW YORK CITY TELEPHONE В0- NINE THREE ONE ZERO ZERO 
DOES NOT ANSWER AND ON BASIS OF DIGITS AND EXCHANGE IT IS PROBABLY 

A BUSINESS PHONE. SUBJECT IDENTIFIED BY ANGELINA CARRASQUILLO AS 
THE BROTHER - IN LAW OF HER HUSBAND RAUL. SHE LAST SAW SUBJECT 
ABOUT FOUR WEEKS AGO AND KNOWS NOTHING ABOUT HIS DEATH NOR HIS 
BUSINESS, ADVISED SHE AND RAUL HAVE HAD NOTHING BUT A FAMILY 
RELATIONSHIP WITH SUBJECT AND SUGGESTED CONTACT WITH SUBJECTS WIFE ee 
WHO IS RAULS SISTER. SHE DID NOT KNOW JOE VALERIANA, RAUL NOT 
AVAILABLE FOR INTERVIEW AS HE WAS OUT DRINKING WITH FRIENDS. HE WILL 
BE AVAILABLE TOMMOROW. VIDALS WIDOW INTERVIEWED ELEVEN TWENTY 
THREE SIXTY ONE, BY NEW YORK OFFICE IN PRESEN HO 
IS SEVENTY ONE YEARS ОҒ АСЕ. VIDAL a 
AND WAS AT TIMES INCOHERENT, HE WAS TOLD BY SUBJECT S WIDOW TO 
KEEP QUIET AND LET HER HANDLE THE INTERVIEW, ра А6, T8. нат 


END PAGE ОМЕ/)) 
^ s Z. DEC » ë юв} 


PAGE TWO 

SUBJECTS WIDOW UNLESS BEING EVASIVE WOULD NOT MAKE STATEMENT THAT ALL 
INQUIRIES BE DIRECTED TO VIDAL SR., OR DESCRIBE HER BROTHER AND HIS 
WIFE AS CLOSE FAMILY FRIENDS RATHER THAN AS RELATIVES. | UNSUCCESS- 
FUL ATTEMPT MADE THIS DATE TO CONTACT VIDAL SR. МЕМ YORK OFFICE. 
WILL CONTINUE TO ATTEMPT TO LOCATE AND INTERVIEW JOE VALERIANA, 

PAT / LNU/ AND VIDAL SR. RAUL CARRASQUILLO WILL BE INTERVIEWED 
ELEVEN TWENTY SEVEN SIXTY ONE. 

END PAGE TWO 

END 
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Callahan 


Memorandum | д^ бола рге” 
if > 


Evans 


Malone 


Rosen 


TO  : W. e рате: November 27, 1961 Ши 


Trotter 


d Tele. Room 
FROM : Р. 0. L'Allie 
SUBJECT: LOUIS HELC ror” AL, JR o 


Vidal, an American citizen sought | |since 
November 13, 1961, as missing person, was found sho eath near 
Mexico City November 22, 1961. Legal Attache (Legat). Mexico City, 
has advised Mexican authorities believe case has international ramifi- 
ti 


ІР 


Our inquiries and file reviews indicate Vidal's father claimed 
in 1957 to be personal friend of Rafael Trujillo and to have done 
business with Dominican Republic for over 30 years. In fact, he 
stated he was founding director of Dominican Chamber of Commerce, 

New York City, registered agent of Dominican Republic. Vidal himself 
Др14 us last year he had visited Cuba and conferred with Julian 

Ж ulueta, described as close То Castro and inner circle, who asked 

him to contact American concerns with Cuban holdings in effort to 
arrange purchase of these by Zulueta. Subject acknowledged respon- 
sibility to register as foreign agent if he accepted this deal and 
said he wished to furnish Bureau with this information so we would ` 
[action What he was doing with Zulueta. We do not know what subsequent, 
action he took. ia 

We have now received additional lead from Legat, Mexico, 
who asked that New York City locate and interview one Qustave/Tidal 
who was in Hexico City until approximate. ‘date of murder. Furth Er 
ived information from anonymous male who claims 
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Memorandum to Mr, Sullivan 
RE: LOUIS HELCHIOR VIDAL, JR. 


b6 
b7C 
b7D 

——— rr ployer, J жарап 

ork City and can be expected that numerous additional 
leads in in this. case may be developed in the New York area. 
Although this case a s гу, not within Bureau m 
d ti tii 

b7D 
b7E 


To date, . U.S. press attention has been given this 
case, to our knowledge, only in a limited coverage. 


“ACTION: ^ he 


Attached for approval is teletype to New York transmitting 
latest leads from Mexico and responding to New York's inquiry as to 
extent of investigation desired by instructing that Bureau wil handle 
all reasonable U.S. leads arising from this case. n» 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


0, 8, DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 6 
NOV 27 1961 


TELETYPE 


“ URGENT ТҮСКІ 8-27 PM JFA 


TO DIRECTOR /9/ AND SAC, ALBANY 
ATTENTION. LIAISON SECTION 


Ж. 
FROM SAC, NEW YORK 6 PAGES [ ` |] 4 pss. 


š E 


À Tele, Room ___ 


f 


) 
үш ote 
el 


| My. Trotter 


Му, Ine irom 


b3 
b7E 


LOUIS MELCHTONVIDAL, ЗЕ.) | | RENYTELS NOV. TWENTY SIX AND NOV. 


TWENTY SEVEN, SIXTY ONE. 


LUIS. IDAL, SR., INTERVIEWED THIS DATE, 


ADVISED HE WENT TO MEXICO NOV. TWENTY FOUR, SIXTY ONE, AND RETURNED 


WITH HIS DAUGHTER IN LAW TO NYC IMMEDIATELY. 
ACCORDING ТО VIDAL, SR., LEFT MEXICO CITY THIS 
VIDAL, SR. ADVISED THAT J 


ENROUTE TO NEW YORK. 


SUBJECT-S BODY, 
DATE BY TRAIN 


Z SANTOS, DESC 


| 


RIBED 


AS ORIGINALLY COMING FROM SPAIN, WHO IS MARRIED TO A DOMINICAN WOMAN 


AND RESIDING AT 


b6 
b7C 


[ta AN IDEA FOR А NEW PROCESS WHICH WOULD 
A 


UTILIZE THIRD - CLASS MOLASSES, WHICH IDEA HE HELPED HIM DEVELOP 
SUBSEQUENTLY, HE ARRANGED FOR THE FORMATION __ 


JOEZKRPLAN, 


INTO VORKING FORM, 


OF A NEW COMPANY CONSISTING OF SANTOS, vibe? JRe А 


AS OSL h 


WHOM HE DESCRIBED AS THE SON OF AN OLD FRIEND 
1. KAPLAN. JOE KAPLAN HAS EXTENSIVE INTERESTS IN THE MOLASSES 


END PAGE ONE 
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REC- 65 


за DEC 1 1961 


— — í 


ИР, АРУ 
HIS FATHER, A. 


ГА 


PAGE TWO 

FIELD AND IT WAS FOR THIS REASON HE WANTED 20 HAVE HIM HANDLE THE 
PROCESS. THIS COMPANY IS KNOWN AS eal SUCROSE CO. “PATENT 

FOR PROCESS REGISTERED IN THE NAME OF JOE KAPLAN, HIS SON-S DEPARTURE 
FOR MEXICO CITY WAS BASED UPON AN INQUIRY RECEIVED FROM THE SAENZ 

SUGAR PEOPLE CONCERNING UTILIZATION OF THE ABOVE-MENTIONED PROCESS. 
VIDAL, SR. STATED HE INSTRUCTED HIS SON AND JOE KAPLAN TO PROCEED 

TO MEXICO CITY TO DISCUSS THIS MATTER AND THAT PRIOR TO THEIR DEPARTURE 


KAPLAN FOUND THAT HE HAD TO GO TO LIMA, PERU, CONCERNING TWO TANKERS 
THAT WERE BEING HELD UP AND TOLD VIDAL, JR. THAT HE WOULD MEET 

HIM IN MEXICO CITY. VIDAL, SR. STATED HE TOLD HIS SON NOT TO GO 

TO MEXICO CITY UNTIL HE HEARD FROM KAPLAN AS TO WHAT SPECIFIC DATE 

HE WOULD ARRIVE IN MEXICO CITY AS THIS WAS NOT A PLACE TO GO FOR 

THE FIRST TIME WITHOUT BEING ACCOMPANIED BY A GOOD FRIEND, BUT 

THAT VIDAL, JR. FELT THAT HE COULD START THE NEGOTIATIONS AND DEPARTED 
AS ORIGINALLY PLANNED. AFTER HIS SON-S DEPARTURE, VITH THE EXCEPTION 
OF A TELEGRAM ADDRESSED TO HIS DAUGHTER, DATED NOV. TWENTY TWO, 


PURPORTEDLY SIGNED BY HIS SON, HE NO DIRECT COMMUNICATION WITH 
НІМ. VIDAL, SR, DESCRIBED JOE-VALERIANA AS A GOOD FRIEND OF THE 


SUBJECT, WHO IS EMPLOYED BY EASTMAN DILLON UNION SECURITIES, 
MM fie C84 
END PAGE TWO 2 74 i 


PAGE THREE 

FIFTEEN BROAD STe, NYC. CONCERNING ATTACK MADE ON SON, PURPORTEDLY 
WITNESSED BY VALERIANA, VIDAL, SR. STATED THAT THREE OR FOUR WEEKS 
PRIOR TO HIS DEPARTURE FOR MEXICO THREE MEN, TWO OF WHOM HE BELIEVED 
TO BE CUBAN, BASED UPON THEIR ACCENT AND VOCABULARY, CAME To HIS 
OFFICE TO SPEAK TO HIS SON. THEY INDICATED THAT THEY HAD BEEN TOLD 
THAT THE VIDALS COULD HELP IN THE SECURING OF MILITARY EQUIPMENT 

AND MATERIEL FOR SHIPMENT TO THE CARIBBEAN AREA. THEY REFUSED TO 
IDENTIFY THE PERSON WHO GAVE THEM THIS INFORMATION AND WERE TOLD 
THAT WHILE THIS WAS NOT THEIR REGULAR BUSINESS IN THE PAST 

THE VIDALS HAD ASSISTED SEVERAL OF THEIR CUSTOMERS WITH SUCH EQUIPMENT 
BUT THAT THEY HAD CLEARED THESE TRANSACTIONS WITH THE US GOVERNMENT 
AND THAT THEY ONLY DID IT AS COURTESY TO THEIR CUSTOMERS. HE 
INDICATED THE INDIVIDUALS GOT ANGRY AND LEFT AND THAT SUBSEQUENTLY 
THEY ENCOUNTERED HIS SON ON THE STREET AND HAD AN ARGUMENT, WHICH 
WAS WITNESSED BY VALERIANA». НЕ COULD SUPPLY NO ADDITIONAL DETAILS 
CONCERNING THIS ARGUMENT. NYO THIS DATE MADE AN ATTEMPT TO CONTACT 
JOE VALERIANA AT THIS PLACE OF EMPLOYMENT BUT ASCERTAINED HE IS 
PRESENTLY ON VACATION AND WILL NOT RETURN UNTIL DEC. FOUR. НЕ 

END PAGE THREE 


PAGE FOUR 
CAN BE CONTACTED CARE OF HIS FATHER, JOSEPH VALERIANA, WHO HAS 
A CONSTRUCTION BUSINESS IN UTICA, NEW YORK. FOR INFORMATION ALBANY, 


SUBJECT FOUND|  |НАТІМ6 BEEN SHOT SEVERAL TIMES БЕ: 
м ъв 
| | kc ate AND INTERVIEW JOE VALERIANA, WHO 

OPERATES CONSTRUCTION BUSINESS IN UTICA, NEW YORK. DEVELOP FULLY 

ANY KNOWLEDGE THAT VALERIANA HAS CONCERNING THE ASSOCIATION OF VIDAL, 

JR. WITH THE AMERICAN SUCROSE CO., JOSE SANTOS, JOE KAPLAN AND ANY 

IDENTIFYING DATA HE MIGHT POSSESS CONCERNING THE THREE INDIVIDUALS 

WITH WHOM SUBJECT REPORTED TO HAVE HAD FIGHT. OBTAIN COMPLETE DETAILS 

OF FIGHT, INCLUDING ANY KNOWLEDGE HE MIGHT HAVE CONCERNING ARREST 

OF ANY OF THE PARTICIPANTS. | [THIS DATE ADVISED 

THAT JACOB М. KAPLAN, STEP-SON OF ABRAHAM I, KAPLAN, IS PRESIDENT 

OF SOUTHWESTERN SUGAR AND MOLASSES CO, AND THAT JOEL M. KAPLAN, THE 

SON OF ABRAHAM I, KAPLAN, WHILE NOT AN OFFICER IN THIS COMPANY, 

ACTS AS ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT. JOEL KAPLAN BORN IN US DURING 

NINETEEN TWENTY SEVEN AND THROUGHOUT HIS BUSINESS CAREER HAS BEEN 

ASSOCIATED WITH KAPLAN INTERESTS, JACOB M. KAPLAN ON BASIS OF INFORMATHO 

FURNISHED] [IS A WELL KNOWN BUSINESSMAN AND FINANCIER WHO HAS 

END PAGE FOUR 


PAGE FIVE 

BEEN ASSOCIATED WITH A NUMBER OF REAL ESTATE AND INVESTMENT 

HOLDING COMPANIES, RAUL CARRASQUELLO AND TITO CARRASQUELLO,[_ | 26 
[wer INTERVIEWED THIS DATE JOINTLY 
IN THE PRESENCE OF ANGELINA CARRASQUELLO, WIFE OF RAUL, WHO ACTED 

AS INTERPRETER. RAUL, THE BROTHER OF TERESA VIDAL, WIFE OF THE 
SUBJECT, AND THE OTHERS LAST SAW SUBJECT APPROXIMATELY THE FIRST OF 

OF NOV, PRIOR TO HIS DEPARTURE FOR MEXICO. HIS SPECIFIC REASON 

FOR THE// THM TRIP TO MEXICO IS NOT KNOWN TO THEM. SUBJECT WAS CONNECTED 
IN A BUSINESS ARRANGEMENT WITH JOSEPH KAPLAN AND JOSE SANTOS AND 

WAS APPOINTED PRESIDENT OF A FIRM ORGANIZED BY KAPLAN DEALING IN 

A BUSINESS ENTERPRISE CONCERNING A NEW SUGAR FORMULA. THE EXACT 
NATURE OF THE FORMULA OR BUSINESS ARRANGEMENT IS NOT KNOWN TO THEM. 
WHEN SUBJECT DEPARTED FOR MEXICO, KAPLAN AND SANTOS WERE TO ACCOMPANY 
HIM BUT KAPLAN HAD A CHANGE OF PLAN AND MADE A TRIP TO LIMA, PERU, 
THEY COULD FURNISH NO INFORMATION AS TO ACTIVITIES OF SANTOS OR 
WHETHER HE VENT TO MEXICO AS PLANNED. THEY STATED THAT SUBJECT-S 
JOURNEY TO MEXICO VAS AT THE INSTIGATION OF KAPLAN, WHO WAS THE 
GUIDING FORCE IN THE BUSINESS. SANTOS, WHO WAS DESCRIBED AS A 
SPANIARD WHO RESIDED TEN YEARS IN THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC, WAS 

END PAGE FIVE 


PAGE SIX 
AGGRIEVED THAT SUBJECT WAS APPOINTED PRESIDENT OF THE BUSINESS RATHER 
THAN НІМ. THEY HAVE NO INFORMATION А5 TO WHO MURDERED SUBJECT BUT 
FEEL THAT IT IS CONNECTED IN SOME WAY WITH THE BUSINESS TRANSACTIONS 
CONCERNING THE FORMULA, 

END | 
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TO SAC NEW YORK И 

1 ~ Liaison 

FROM DIRECTOR FBI .1- Mr. Day 

° LOUIS MELCHIOR VIDAL, JR.; REURTEL NOVEMBER TWENTY 515 
2 AND BUTEL SAME DATE, 


LAS? 


REURTEL NOVEMBER TWENTY SEVEN 
 XNSTANT. BUREAU WILL HANDLE ALL REASONABLE 0.5. LEADS ARISING FROM 
mas eass 2 | 

[ | INTERVIEWS SHOULD BE HANDLED PROMPTLY AND RESULTS FURNISHED 
BY TELETYPE POR TRANSMITTAL то LEGAT, MEXICO, 


„ва? 
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Tele. Room. 
Mr. Ingram ——— ў 
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URGENT 11-27-51 1-15 PM ЛИ 
TO DIRECTOR /3/ 

ATTENTION LIAISON SECTION 
FROM SAC NEW YORK ЗР 


LOUIS MELCHIOR VIDAL, JR.,[ | RENYTEL NOV. TWENTYSIX LAST AT TWO b3 
TWENTY EIGHT AM THIS DATE, ANONYMOUS MALE FURNISHED FOLLOWING INFO, >7E 


PAGE ‘THREE 


b7D 


|Е-- — O OE NYO COVERING PREVIOUSLY SPECIFIED 


LEADS. IN VIEW OF ABOVE DEVELOPMENTS AND POSSIBLE 

INVOLVEMENT OF KAPLAN AND/OR VIDAL-S WIFE, BUREAU MAY WISH ТО RECSNTACT 
LEGAT FOR ANY ADDITIONAL INFORMATION DEVELOPED AND INDICATE THE EXTENT 
OF INVESTIGATION DESIRED OF NYO, 

END 
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TELETYPE ` 


GENT 11-28-61 4-24 PM JFA 


TO DIRECTOR -7- /ATTENTION, «LIAISON SECTION. 


ROM SAC, NEW YORK [—34 pats 


е емее 


LOUIS "e JR, | | REBUTEL THIS DATE. соттол бА. 
IN INTERVIEW ADVISED HE IS NOT RELATED IN ANY WAY TO SUBJECT.. HE 
IS EMPLOYED AS A CONSULTANT FOR THE AMERICAN CAN СО» AND RECENTLY 
RETURNED TO NYC FROM A BUSINESS TRIP TO BRAZIL, VENEZUELA AND MEXICO 
CITY, UNDERTAKEN FOR THIS CO. HE ARRIVED IN MEXICO CITY ON NOV. ü 
SIX, SIXTY ONE, AND REGISTERED AT THE HOTEL CONTINENTAL -HILTONS 
HE DEPARTED NOV. TWELVE, SIXTY ONE, AT ELEVEN AM ENROUTE TO NY VIA) 
AIR FRANCE. ONLY KNOWLEDGE HE HAD OF SUBJECT IS WHAT HE HAS READ 
IN THE NEWSPAPERS, LEO ISACSON, ATTORNEY REPRESENTING MRS. VIDAL, 
TELEPHONICALLY CONTACTED NYO THIS DATE AND OFFERED TO MAKE AVAILABLE 
NEWSPAPER ARTICLES TAKEN FROM MEXICAN NEWSP = 
WIFE CONCERNING НІ5% KILLING MM т s n 
HE INDICATED THAT HE WISHED TO COOPERATE WITH THE BUREAU IN ANY WAY 
POSSIBLE AND EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT IF THE BUREAU OBTAINED ANY 

12 DEC L 1961 А 
END PAGE ONE 


p NEN 


z | 
СВ. BELMONT FOR THE DIRECTOR | 


ADECR We 


PAGE TWO E ) ' Ф 

INFORMATION WHICH WOULD ASSIST НІМ IN REPRESENTINGTHE WIFE HE 

WOULD BE APPRECIATIVE. HE WAS THANKED FOR HIS OFFER, WHICH WAS 

TACTFULLY DECLINED, AND HE WAS TOLD THAT THE FBI IS UNABLE TO MAKE 
AVAILABLE THE RESULTS OF ANY INQUIRIES EXCEPT AS AUTHORIZED BY LAW. 

HE ADVISED THAT HE UNDERSTOOD AND THAT ANY INFORMATION THAT COULD BE 
FURNISHED HIM WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF THESE RESTIRCTIONS WOULD BE 
APPRECIATED AND HE INDICATED HE WOULD FURNISH ANY INFORMATION DEVELOPED 

BY HIM TO THE BUREAU WHICH HE WOULD DEEM PERTINENT. NYO WILL INTERVIEW 
JOSE SANTOS AND HIS WIFE FOR COMPLETE DETAILS CONCERNING THEIR ASSOCIATIBW 


WITH SUBJECT. IN ORDER TO COMPLY WITH BUREAU INSTRUCTIONS IN REBUTEL, 


THE BUREAU IS REQUESTED TO HAVE LEGAT, MEXICO MAKE AVAILABLE COMPLETE 
DETAILS CONCERNING INVESTIGATION IN MEXICO TO DATE SO THAT DIRECTION / 


OF FURTHER INVESTIGATION TO ВЕ CONDUCTED АТ NY САМ BE ESTABLISHED 
IN THE LIGHT OF THE FACTS DEVELOPED TO DATE, 


END 

CORR—PAGE—+-EtNE—12—goRp—5—SHotIEP'SE—H+sS— 

CORR PAGE 2-LIN AND В SHOULD BE REPRESENTING THE 
END AND ACK | 
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URGENT 11-28-61 


TO DIRECTOR 
FROM LEGAT, MEXICO CITY NO. 838 


LOUIS MELCH ion di DAL, JR. 


REQUEST BUREAU AT 

NEW YORK OBTAIN PHOTOGRAPH OF KAPLAN IF AVAILABLE AND ASCERTAIN 
HIS PERMANENT RESIDENCE, PRESENT WHEREABOUTS, AND TRAVELS 
DURING CURRENT MONTH, PARTICULARLY TO AND FROM MEXICO, ALSO 
REQUEST NEW YORK ASCERTAIN IDENTITY HOLDER NEW YORK DRIVERS > 
LICENSE NUMBER 1220422. : ¿= 


JOHN F, DESMOND 


RECEIVED: 5:15 PM EUG 
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If the intelligence contained in the abote message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably 
paraphrased inorder to protect the Bureau’s cryptographic systems. 
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Date: 12/5/61 NE 
Transmit the following in leu > 
OB ype in plain text or code) Ww: Fimo 
Via. | | ATZRTEL i TNE т ES 
(Priority or Method of Mailing) | * TENE ocu 
7 Fay E EE НЕИН peat MER E PRSE ГОО СРЕ Ld zz Gedy 
А 4 N СТ 
of To: DIRECTOR, В | | aie 
' b7D 
Z вом: sac, то | @) 5 b7E 
C 
MELCHIOR VIDAL, JR. ATTENTION: LIAISON SECTION 


00: Bu) 


ReWFOteletypes November 30, 1961, and December 1, 
1961, and Buteletype December 1, 1961. 


Transmitted herewith to the Bureau are six copies 
and to New York and Albany one copy each of a letterhead 
memorandum entitled "LOUIS MELCHIOR VIDAL, JR." 


The files of the Passport Office were reviewed 
on 12/1/61.by SA CHARLES E, LENNON, and on 11/30/61 by 
IC PAUL M. CAVANAUGH. А 


On 12/4/61 Mr. ROBERT р. JOHNSON, Chief Counsel, 
Passport Office, USDS, advised SA KENNETH J. HASER that 
that office would interposé no objection to the Bureau's 


furnishing the passport information contained in the enclosed 
letterhead mem] пп 


WFO will furnish copies of the passport photograph 


of JOEL DAVID KAPLAN as soon as they 
үрө 


КЛ or с. 12 
b REC- 46 
с> - Bureau SURE 
1 - Albany с 1) (Info) (RM) 
1 - New York (Ene 1) (Info) (RM) 11 ПЕС Z 1961 
1 ~ WFO 
ыны 
6) C. C. Wick Аку 227 > _ 
| саады Renal 
Е FORW. = 
HOW юа, 2778 
AIRTEL dz Zee 
9.74 
Approved: ~~ Sent M Ре 


раса! Agent in Charge 
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oS. STATES DEPARTMENT OF „с 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply, Please Refer to WASHINGTON 25, D. С. 


File No. 


December 5, 1961 


LOUIS MELCHIOR VIDAL, JR. 


The following information was obtained from a 
review of the files of the Passport Office, United States 
Department of State, on November 30, 1961, and December 1, 
1961: . 


Оп August 18, 1958, Joel David Kaplan, who was 
born October 17, 1926, at New York, New York, was issued 
New York Series Passport Number 1166498. His home address 
was listed as 1100 Madison Avenue, New York City. His 
father is shown as Abram Isaac Kaplan, who was born March 18, 
1878, in Russia, a United. States citizen now residing in 
New York City, and his mother was listed as Ray Klimper 
Kaplan (illegible), who was born March 21, 1900, in New York 
City. . 


October 14, 1956, 


Joel David Kaplan was married 
to Bernice Nenirov Kaplan, who was born| | ]at 


In his passport application, Kaplan indicated that 
he planned, to depart the United States at Houston, Texas, via 
Раплпенева World Airways on August 14, 1958, for approximately 
one-year business and pleasure trip to Mexico, Guatemala, 

San Salvador, Nicaragua, Panama, Colombia, Ecuador, and Peru. 
A letter in this file from the Southwestern Sugar and Molasses 
Company, 115 Broadway, New York, New York, indicated that 
Kaplan is the son of the president of that company. Kaplan 

is further described as five feet nine inchesin height, and 
having brown hair and eyes. 


On August 19, 1960, Kaplan filed an application for 
renewal of the above passport at the American Embassy, Lima, 
Peru. On this occasion he listed his legal residence as 215 
East 79th Street, New York, New York, and his foreign address 
as Hotel Bolivar, Lima,Peru. He listed his employment as 
representative for the Southwestern Sugar and Molasses Company. 
On August 19, 1960, Passport Number 1166498 was renewed by 
Delano McKelvey, American Consul, American Embassy, Lima, Peru, 
for an additional two years. 
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FBI 


Date: 11/29/61 


Transmit the following in 


(Type in plain text or code) 


AIRTEL AIRMAIL ! 


(Priority or Method of Mailing) | 
(1, TO: Director, FBI 
Attention: Liaison Section 
| FROM: SAC, Albany Ср nl 
КЕ: pem MELCHIOR VIDAL, JR. 
ез? 


ReNYtel 11/27/61 


On 11/28/61, JOSEPH VALERIANO, Municipal Bond 
Trader and Registered Representative of the Eastman Dillon Union 
Securities, 15 Broad St., NYC, furnished the following informa- 
tion concerning the captioned individual to SAs RAYMOND А, 
CONNOLLY and J. LEWIS 


KELLY, when interviewed while vacationing 
with his parents, ар 


The captioned subject was first met at Lehigh 
University, Bethlehem, Pa, during approximately 1948 and there 
was some personal association between the two until VIDAL left 
approximately 1 year later, The next personal contact occurred 
when they met in Bethlehem, Pa., accidentally, during 1956, 
at which time VIDAL was then President of the Paint Corporation 
of America and VALERIANO was with another NYC brokerage office. 
Since 1956 business and social contacts with VIDAL continued 
until approximately one week prior to tbe latter's departure 
to Mexico City, around 11/18/61, and a rather close bond с: 
friendship occurred during the past six шоп ре. 


From 1956 to ihe: summer of 1961 VIDAL, whachage Y E 
also been President of the Shields Corporation of America, "n 
engaged in various sorts of promotional work, dealing wkth~a --. 
wide variety of business activities, Оп ап unrecalled date 
during the, er of 1961, VALERIANO visited the VIDA ее еле, 

2 
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777 Foster Avenue, Brooklyn, NY, and on that occasion met for 

the first and only time, JOE or JOEL KAPLAN, who was introduced 

by VIDAL as President of the newly formed American Sucrose Со., 

of which VIDAL was Vice President, Treasurer and Director. It 

was VALERIANO's understanding, from conversation on that and 
subsequent occasions, that KAPLAN had approximately 75% of the 
company's equity, that VIDAL had 10 to 15% and that another 
individual, whose name had been mentioned on the above occasion 

but presently not recalled, was in this company for another 10 or 
15%. VALERIANO noted that the name JOSE SANTOS sounds familiar but 
that he never met this individual and actually knows nothing regard- 
ing him, * 


The American Sucrose Со. is known as a "paper company," 
the unknown value of which rested on a formula for the dehydration 
of molasses, VIDAL had informed him that this formula had been 
made available by the subject's father, although the original 
source of it was not known and apparently KAPLAN was contributing 
most of the operating expenses until the company's plans could be 
put into operation. 


The subject's father was described as a past share- 
holder and present representative of a company phonetically known 
only ав Pajeuski Pausat, with office at an address believed to be 
229 Fulton St., Brooklyn, NY. 


During the existence of the American Sucrose Со, 
the titles or positions held by KAPLAN and VIDAL were not known to 
have changed by VALERIANO, who stated he thought it odd that 
KAPLAN would be president of the organization if the formula 
involved had come from VIDAL's father, but reasoned further that 
perhaps this arrangement had been made based on KAPLAN's early 
supply of capital to the company. 


In conversations with VIDAL, prior to his departure 
for Mexico City, it was learned that VIDAL's sole purpose of the 
trip was to contact individuals, known only as the SANS (phonetic) 
family, who were involved in the sugar industry and also in real 


-2- 
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estate in Mexico City, to close a business deal that had 
previously been discussed with them by the American Sucrose 

Со. VIDAL nad stated that the SANS (ph) people were to con- 
tribute $250,000, that the American Sucrose Co. would contri- 
bute the formula and that both of these assets would be 
represented. by the formation of a new company, but the equity 
distributed between SANS (ph) and the American Sucrose Co. 
backers. VIDAL had no other intended purpose for this trip, 
this was to have been his first trip to Mexico City and, 
therefore, it is most likely assumed that he immediately con- 
tacted the SANS (ph) family upon his arrival, despite newspaper 
publicity reflecting that he had not been in touch with them. 


It was subsequently learned from Mrs, VIDAL that 
JOSEPH KAPLAN had originally planned to fly to Mexico City with 
VIDAL but had cancelled his flight for other plans, which included 
travel to Peru. Mrs, VIDAL also indicated she understood that 
at one point prior to his travel to Peru, KAPLAN had been in 
San Antonio, Texas, but the reason for this was unknown to her, 


VIDAL's wife first informed VALERIANO that the 
captioned subject was missing in Mexico City immediately after 
She had received a telephonic inquiry concerning this matter 
from the NYC newspapers and as an assistance gesture he called 
the NY papers to verify that the first call had not been a hoax. 
Не remained in contact with and tried to assist Mrs, VIDAL during 
the period of time VIDAL was missing and at no time did she 
indicate any inside knowledge of or the exact reason for her 
husband's disappearance and ultimately discovered murder, 


Concerning VIDAL's association with American 
Sucrose Со., it was believed that the activities of this organiza- 
tion dominated his business time since its inception and that 
KAPLAN, who is only known through a family reputation, was 
considered by VIDAL as a trusted friend. VALERIANO denied any 
knowledge concerning a meting between VIDAL and three persons 
who had previously been in VIDAL's father's office and claimed 
that at no time was he with VIDAL when any Situation arising 
similar to this situation occurred. He pointed out that it must 


425 
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have been someone else in VIDAUs company if this actwally 
happened but he noted that close recent contacts with VIDAL, 
which included weekly and bi-weekly contacts over the past 

Six weeks, had disclosed that no mention of any such situation 
was ever made by VIDAL. He could suggest no one other than 
KAPLAN who could possibly have been with VIDAL under such 
circumstances, 


He was advised by both Mrs, VIDAL and VIDAL that 
they had received annoying and even tbreatening telephone calis 
from anonymous sources for approximately the past six months 
and although Mrs, VIDAL felt that her husband's fate might have 
been related in some way to these calls, :he personally felt 
that there was no connection between the two. VALERIANO explained 
his opinion by stating the calls had been going on for such a 
period of time that had the caller intended violence it undoubtedly 
would have occurred earlier. | 


He stated he could only speculate as to the reasons 
for VIDAL's death and believes most likely that the reasons would 
revolve around the formula intended to be utilized by the 
American Sucwese Company. He noted the possibility existed 
that robbery might have been а motive for VIDAL's death because 
although Mrs. VIDAL stated he was only carrying approximately 
$60 in cash plus company checks, VIDAL's appearance and 
effervescent manner might indicate wealth to strangers in 
Mexico City. It was his contention, however, that more likely, 
as stated above, the company's formula would be involved and 
because most likely he would have had it in his possession in 
Mexico City it was possibly the target Жок someone who knew or 
suspected that he would have, 


VALERIANO, who stated he is returning to his NYC 
business address on 11/29/61, will be there if additional 
inquiries are necessary but has requested that his name and any 
information furnished be kept confidential, as much as possible, 
in view of the Violence involved in this matter, 
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{Priority or Method of Mailing) з Gandy — 


NEW YORK 


PROM: SAC, » | 4 p Pus 


LOUIS MELCHIOR VIDAL, JUNIOR, | (ект OTEL NOVEMBER THIRTY 


TO: DIRECTOR AND SACS ALBANY | 
д! 


LAST. PASSPORT FILES, UNITED STATES ee OF STATE, 
REVEALED JOEL DAVID KAPLAN BORN OO SEVENTEEN TWENTYSIX, 

NEW YORK CITY, RECEIVED NEW YORK SERIES PASSPORT ONE ONE 

SIX SIX FOUR NINE EIGHT ОП en TIGHTER FIFTYEIGHT. НОТЕ 
ADDRESS LISTED AS ONT ONE ZERO ZERO MADISON AYENUT, NEW YORK 
CITY. FATHER LISTED AS ABRA ISAAC KAPLAN BORN MARCH 
EIGHTEEN SZVENTYEIGHUT IN RUSSIA AND IS UNITED STATES CITIZEN 
HOW RESIDING NEW YORK CITY. MOTHER LISTED AS RAY 

KLYISPER KAPLAN (ILLEGIBLE) BORN MARCH TWENTYONE МІМЕТБЕН 


TOBER. 
HUNDRED IN NEW YORK CITY. SUBJECT ПАВВІГЮ "ШИ FOURTEEN 


FIFTYSIX TO BERNICE NEMIROV KAPLAN, Ро sd ша. 
ГИ | SUBJECT DESCRIBED FIVE FEET WINE” us 


INCHES BROWN HAIR AND EYES. SUBJECT PLANNED TO DEPART 


AVE UST 

HOUSTIN TEXAS VIA PAA ON Tj М 

ži N " l 
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Date: 


Transmit the following in 


(Type in plain text or code) 


(Priority or Method of Mailing) | 
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PAGE TWO b7E 


A YEAR, BUSINESS AND PLEASURE, MUXICO, GUATEMALA, SAVADOR, 


NICARAGUA, PANAMA, COLOMBIA, ECUADOR AND PERU. А LETTER 
IN FILS FROM SOUTHVESTERN SUGAR AND MOLASSES COMPANY, ONE 
FIFTEEN PROADWAY, NEW YORK, STATED KAPLAN XS SON OF PRESIDENT 


OF COMPANY. PHOTOGRAPH WILL BE FORWARDED AS SOON AS 


Approved: rmm беп M Рег 
Special Agent in Charge 
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` BEEN ` 1-0т1 
КЕТЕ zu 22. 1+Yellow | 
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I TO LEGAL ATTACHE MEXICO CITY 
FROM DIRECTOR FBI | 
LOUIS MELCHIOR VIDAL, aL] REBUCAB DECEMBER ONE LAST. RECENT 
. INVESTIGATION SUMMARIZED AS FOLLOWS: PASSPORT FILES SHOW ONE 
NINE FIVE EIGHT APPLICATION BY JOEL DAVID KAPLAN LISTING DESCRIP- 
TION AS FIVE FEET NINE INCHES WITH BROWN HAIR AND EYES. KAPLAN 
. MARRIED OCTOBER, ONE NINE FIVE SIX TO BERNICE NEMIROV, ALSO 
DESCRIBED AS SON OF PRESIDENT OF SOUTHWESTERN SUGAR AND MOLASSES 
COMPANY, INTERVIEW. WITH JOSEPH VALERIANO, FRIEND OF VICTIM, . 
ESSENTIALLY NEGATIVE. · HE HAS KNOWN VICTIM SINCE ONE. NINE FOUR 
EIGHT BUT BUSINESS AND SOCIAL CONTACTS LIMITED то. PAST FIVE 
YEARS AND CLOSE FRIENDSHIP DEVELOPED ONLY RECENTLY. VALERIANO ` 
MET KAPLAN ONLY ONCE LAST ‘SUMMER AND VICTIM INTRODUCED KAPLAN AS ` 
PRESIDENT OF AMERICAN SUCROSE COMPANY, THIS COMPANY DESCRIBED 
AS A QUOTE PAPER COMPANY UNQUOTE HAVING UNKNOWN VALUE BASED ON 
 FORMULA FOR DEHYDRATION OF MOLASSES, VICTIM TOLD VALERIANO SOLE 
PURPOSE OF MEXICAN TRIP WAS CONTACT WITH SANS FAMILY TO CLOSE 
|. BUSINESS DEAL REGARDING omua ен с COMPANY TO BE FOUNDED. TO 
еэ WHICH SANS WOUL | 
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Q CABLE LEGAT MEXICO 
1 RE: LOUIS MELCHIOR: VIDAL, R. 
| IMMEDIATELY] AFTER VICTIM'S. WIFE LEARNED- OF DISAPPEARANCE AND: НЕ : 
` MAINTAINED FREQUENT CONTACT WITH HER AND STATES SHE DID NOT. ATO 


ANY TIME INDICATE . ANY ‘KNOWLEDGE OF REASON FOR’ DISAPPEARANCE. да 
VALERIANO DENIED. KNOWLEDGE, OF NEETING BETWEEN VICTIM AND THREE 


IN CLOSE RECENT contacts $ WITH VICTIM No MENTION OF. THIS ALLEGED `. 
OF ANNOYING AND THREATENING ANONYMOUS CALLS. DURING PAST SIX. MONTES, 


FORMULA OF AMERICAN SUCROSE COMPANY: INVOLVED, JOSE SANTOS ` | 

| е-е” (ODRIGUEZ STATED HE MET ‘KAPLAN THROUGH VIDAL, SR., IN MAY, ONE NINE. 
n SIX ONE: ‘SIGNED CONTRACT LICENSING KAPLAN. TO USE PROCESS RELATING. 
2080 MOLASSES AND CONTRACT WAS TO BE ASSIGNED TO AMERICAN SUCROSE’: 

Oo. = COMPANY. KAPLAN PAID HIN ONE THOUSAND: DOLLARS MONTHLY WITH CHECKS | 
ON SOUTHWESTERN SUGAR AND MOLASSES COMPANY ACCOUNT UNTIL PAST. тө 
MONTHS WHEN PERSONAL CHECKS. BED BY KAPLAN, | SANTOS TOLD OF 77. 
DIFFICULTY IN COLLECTING FOR PAST TWO MONTES AND couLD NOT OBTAIN” 

| 2477 


‘ity on | 
, Handled as matter. 


- AMERICAN SUCROSE. WOULD CONTRIBUTE “FORMULA; | NALERIANO INFORMED : oh 


PERSONS WHO HAD PREVIOUSLY BEEN IN OFFICE: OF VIDAL, SR. HE SAID i 


i VALERIANO COULD ONLY SYECULATE 45, TO REASONS FOR MURDER АКО. ‘BELIEVES | 


^ INCIDENT WAS MADE TO HIM. ` BOTH VICTIM AND WIFE NENTIONED RECEIPT ` E 


QW: We: are handling all reasonable: вааз] — | зо 
since captioned: ‘American citizen found murdered in Mexico b7E 
- ей line at no cost to the Bureau. 
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CABLE LEGAT MEXICO. 
RE: LOUIS MELCHIOR VIDAL, wR . 


CHECK FOR NOVEMBER UNTIL NOVEMBER EIGHT. THEREAFTER CHECK BOUNCED 
AND HE SAW KAPLAN NOVEMBER TEN WHEN LATTER SAID HE WAS TOO BUSY TO. 
DISCUSS IT. CHECK LATER CLEARED NOVEMBER FOURTEEN LAST. MRS, VIDAL 
TOLD SANTOS ABOUT NOVEMBER SIXTEEN LAST KAPLAN WAS IN NEW YORK, 

SANTOS SAW KAPLAN NOVEMBER SEVENTEEN LAST AND WAS INFORMED MONEY 
PROBLEMS RESOLVED AND THERE. WOULD BE PLENTY OF CAPITAL IN TWO 

WEEKS. AT SAME TIME SANTOS SAW TICKETS FOR TRAVEL NEW YORK TO 

PERU AND RETURN DATED NOVEMBER SEVENTEEN LAST ON DESK IN OFFICE, 

HE SAID MRS, VIDAL STATED ок ABOUT NOVEMBER TWENTY FOUR THAT KAPLAN 
CALLED VICTIM FROM TEXAS ON NOVEMBER TEN TO ADVISE OF NECESSITY OF 
‘PERU TRIP MENTIONED BY OTHERS INTERVIEWED, SANTOS STATED HE KNEW 

OP NO REASON FOR MURDER. -HE SAID VICTIM WAS IN BELLEVUE HOSPITAL | 
ABOUT ONE YEAR AGO AS RESULT OF BEATING ACCORDING TO w»w.| | Mid 


| | | NEW YORK — 


POLICE FILES SHOW JOEL D. KAPLAN, ONE ONE ZERO ZERO MADISON AVENUE, 

ARRESTED DECEMBER, ONE NINE FIVE SEVEN FOR POSSESSION OF FIREARMS, 

ARREST LISTED FOR SAME DATE FOR DISORDERLY CONDUCT. ONE ZERO ZERO 
-3- | 


CABLE LEGAT MEXICO 
RE: 10015 MELCHIOR VIDAL, к. 


DOLLARS: FINE LEVIED ON FIRST CHARGE AND SUSPENDED SENTENCE ON 


SECOND IN MARCH, ONE NINE FIVE EIGHT. BUREAU OF MOTOR VEHICLES 


RECORDS AT NEW YORK CITY DO NOT REFLECT EITHER VICTIM OR KAPLAN 
AS HOLDER OF DRIVER'S LICENSE MENTIONED URCAB NOVEMBER TWENTY | 
EIGHT LAST, BUREAU HAS NOT RECEIVED SUMMARY OF PERTINENT DETAILS 


. REGARDING CRIME AND MEXICAN INVESTIGATION REQUESTED IN BUCAB 
NOVEMBER TWENTY NINE LAST AND NEEDED FOR GUIDANCE OF INTERESTED 
_ OFFICES IN HANDLING LEADS AND PLANNING ADDITIONAL INVESTIGATION. 
"EXPEDITE. 
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URGENT 12-2-61 4-20 РМ МАТ е 
TO DIRECTOR, FBI /8/ 
Z ATTENTION - LIAISON SECTION 


FROM SAC, NEW Y P un 
LOUIS uit Mm JR, | — ]RE NY TEL, NOVEMBER THIRTY, SIXTY 

ONE, ALBANY TEL, NOVEMBER THIRTY, SIXTY ONE, AND BUTEL TO NEW YORK 
DECEMBER ONE, SIXTY ONE. JOSE SANTOS RODRIGUEZ INTERVIEWED DECEMBER 
ONE, SIXTY ONE, BY SPECIAL AGENTS DENNIS F, CREEDON AND THOMAS J. 
DOWLING WITH SA MAURICE LAUZIERE ACTING AS SPANISH TRANSLATOR. | SANTOS 
MET JOEL D. KAPLAN THROUGH VIDAL, SR., IN MAY, SIXTY ONE. HE SIGNED 
CONTRACT AS LICENSOR FOR PROCESS RELATING TO MOLASSES WITH KAPLAN 

AS LICENSEE ON MARCH ONE, SIXTY ONE, CONTRACT ТО BE ASSIGNED ТО | 
AMERICAN SUCROSE COMPANY, TWO TWO NINE FULTON STREET, NEW YORK CITY, | 
IN WHICH COMPANY KAPLAN WOULD OWN SEVENTY PER CENT, VIDAL, JRe, TEN PER 


CENT AND HE TWENTY PER CENT OF CAPITAL STOCK. HE WAS ТО BE PAID 


MINIMUM OF FIFTEEN HUNDRED DOLLARS ГЕН 
SIGNING OF CONTRACT KAPLAN ADVANCED WG % 
DOLLARS AND ON DATE CONTACT SIGNED HE WAS GIVEN THREE THO THOUSAND 


= DEC 6 1501 
DOLLARS. HE WAS PAID THIS MONEY BY CHECKS DRAWN он: THE ACCOUNT AA 


END PAGE ONE (40. 9% газа. 
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THE SOUTHWESTERN SUGAR AND MOLLASSES COMPANY, NEW YORK CITY, AT EITHER 
CHASE MANHATTAN BANK OR FIRST NATIONAL CITY BANK. SINCE SIGNING CONTRACT 
HE WAS RECEIVED ONE THOUSAND DOLLARS A MONTH FROM KAPLAN ALLOWING OR 
FIVE HUNDRED DOLLARS A MONTH TO BE WRITTEN OFF AGAINST THE TOTAL OF 
SEVEN THOUSAND DOLLARS HE RECEIVED. ALL CHECKS WITH THE EXCEPTION OF 
THOSE FOR THE PAST TWO MONTHS HAVE BEEN DRAWN AGAINST SOUTHWESTERN 
SUGAR AND MOLLASSES COMPANY ACCOUNT. THE CHECKS FOR THE LAST TWO 
MONTHS HAVE BEEN DRAWN AGAINST KAPLAN- 5 PERSONAL ACCOUNT АТ 
COMMERCIAL BANK OF NORTH AMERICA. SANTOS COULD OFFER NO EXPLANATION 
AS TO WHY KAPLAN DISCONTINUED PAYING HIM BY CHECK DRAWN ON ACCOUNT OF 
SOUTHWESTERN SUGAR AND MOLASSES COMPANY. HE HAS HAD DIFFICULTY IN 
GETTING HIS MONEY OVER PAST TUO MONTHS FROM KAPLAN. PRIOR TO 

NOVEMBER ONE, SIXTY ONE, KAPLAN AND VIDAL, JRe, TOLD HIM THEY WERE 
GOING TO MEXICO CITY IN CONNECTION WITH HIS FORMULA AND HE THEREFORE 
ABOUT NOVEMBER ONE, SIXTY ONE, ATTEMPTED TO GET HIS MONTHLY PAYMENT 
FROM KAPLAN BUT HE WAS PUT OFF AND DID NOT OBTAIN A CHECK FROM 

KAPLAN UNTIL NOVEMBER EIGH, SIXTY ONE. THIS CHECK BOUNCED AND HE SAW 
KAPLAN ON AFTERNOON OF NOVEMBER TEN, SIXTY ONE, PRIOR TO THREE PM 
WHEN KAPLAN TOLD HIM THAT HE WAS TOO BUSY TO TALK TO HIM ABOUT IT. 
THIS CHECK CASHED ON NOVEMBER FOURTEEN, SIXTY ONE. KAPLAN ON NOVEMBER 
TEN, SIXTY ONE, INDICATED THAT VIDAL, JR., AND НЕ STILL INTENDED TO GO 
TO MEXICO CITY. ABOUT NOVEMBER SIXTEEN, SIXTY ONE, TERESA 

END PAGE TWO 


PAGE THREE 

VIDAL , WIFE OF VIDAL, JR., TOLD SANTOS TELEPHONICALLY THAT KAPLAN WAS 
IN NEW YORK, SANTOS WENT TO KAPLAN- 5 OFFICE ON NOVEMBER SEVENTEEN, 
SIXTY ONE, WHERE NATHAN ABOLAF IA, KAPLAN- S SECRETARY, TOLD HIM 
KAPLAN WAS EXPECTING TO REALIZE ONE HUNDRED AND TVENTY THOUSAND 
DOLLARS FROM BUSINESS TRANSACTION IN PERU. SANTOS OBSERVED TICKETS 
FOR TRAVEL NEW YORK TO PERU AND PERU TO NEW YORK DATED NOVEMBER 
SEVENTEEN SIXTY ONE, ON DESK IN KAPLAN-S OFFICE. HE DID NOT NOTE 
CARRIER. HE SAW KAPLAN IN HIS OFFICE ON-XEEX NOVEMBER SEVENTEEN SIXTY 
ONE, AND WAS TOLD THAT THE MONEY PROBLEMS HAD BEEN 

RESOLVED AND THAT THERE WOULD BE PLENTY OF CAPITAL IN TWO WEEKS. SANTOS 
TOLD BY MRS, VIDAL, JR., ON ABOUT NOVEMBER TWENTY FOUR, SIXTY ONE, 
THAT KAPLAN HAD CALLED HER HUSBAND FROM TEXAS ON NOVEMBER TEN, SIXTY 
ONE , AND TOLD HIM HE HAD TO GO TO PERU BEFORE PROCEEDING TO MEXICO 
CITY BUT THAT HER HUSBAND WENT ON TO MEXICO CITY ANYWAY STATING HE 
COULD ENJOY HIMSELF DOWN THERE WHILE WAITING. SANTOS ADVISED HE KNEW 
OF NO REASON WHY VIDAL, JR., WOULD HAVE BEEN KILLED. HE MENTIONED 
THAT ON NOVEMBER TWENTY FIVE, SIXTY ONE, MRS. VIDAL, JR., TOLD НІМ 


THAT VIDAL, JRe, HAD BEEN IN BELLEVUE HOSPITAL A YEAR TO A YEAR AND A 
HALF AGO BECAUSE HE HAD BEEN ВЕАТЕН, 


END PAGE THRE 
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RECORDS BUREAU OF CRIMINAL IDENTIFICATION 


NEW YORK CITY POLICE DEPARTMENT, INDICATE JOEL D. KAPLAN, ONE 

ONE ZERO ZERO MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK CITY, ARESTED DECEMBER THIRTY ОМШ 
C VEN, FOR VIOLATION OF SECTION ONE EIGHT NINE SEVEN NEU YORK STATE 

PENAL LAW PAREN POSSESSION OF FIREARM CLOSE PAREN. HE ALSO WAS 

ARRESTED THAT DATE FOR DISORDERLY CONDUCT. ON MARCH NINETEEN, 

FIFTY EIGHT, HE WAS FINED ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS ON FIRST CHARGE AND 

GIVEN SUSPENDED SENTENCE ON SECOND CHARGE. RECORDS BUREAU 


OF MOTOR VECHILES, NEW YORK CITY, DO NOT REFLECT THAT EITHER SUBJECT 
OR JOEL D. KAPLAN WAS ISSUED NEW YORK DRIVER-S LICENSE NUMBER ONE 
TWO TWO ZERO FOUR TWO THREE, INVESTIGATION AT NEW YORK CONTINUING. 
CORR-PAGE-FOUR--LINE-FOUR SHOULD END-THIRFY-ONE-FIFTY 
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TO DIRECTOR 4 
FROM LEGAT MEXICO CITY NO. Shy 
LOUIS MELCHIOR VIDAL, JR. REBUCAB DECEMBER l, LAST 5. 
FOLLOWING SUMMARY qu 
TO DATE 2.77: VICTIM ARRIVED MEXICO CITY FROM NEW b7D 
YORK NOVEMBER 11 LAST EAL FLIGHT 201. HE DISAPPEARED FROM b7E 
HOTEL CONTINENTAL HILTON EVENING SAME DAY, AND NOVEMBER 18 
HIS BLOODSTAINED CLOTHING LOCATED NEAR HIGHWAY OUTSIDE MEXICO 
CITY AND NOVEMBER Z2 HIS PARTIALLY BURIED BODY WITH FOUR 
BULLET WOUNDS WAS LOCATED SAME GENERAL AREA. 
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If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably 
paraphrased inorder to protect the Bureau’s cryptographic systems. 
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WILL 
ADVISE. REQUEST SAN ANTONIO CONDUCT INVESTIGATION WITH 
AIRLINES, TOURIST DEPARTMENT, AND OTHER LOGICAL SOURCES TO 
ASCERTAIN TRUE IDENTITIES OF PETRUSHANSKY AND SCOTT. 


JOHN Е. DESMOND 


RECEIVED: | . 2:85 РМ MEL 


E. Do Fatahs 
BRD CC-MR. L'ALLIER 


If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably 
paraphrased inorder to protect the Bureau’s cryptographic systems. 
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EX 115 E e FIELD -— (BY SPECIAL ата ? ЫШ 
LOUIS MELCHIOR VIDAL, e| [ғор INFORMATION OF SAN.ANTONIO,° 2 
) 
CAPTIONED AMERICAN CITIZEN FOUND SHOT TO DEATH NEAR MEXICO CITY “° 
NOVEMBER TWENTY TWO LAST, RE NEW YORK TEL DECEMBER FIVE LAST AND { 
BUREAU PHONE CALL TO NEW YORK SAME DATE, AFFIRMING BUREAU INSTRUC- 
TIONS, JOEL KAPLAN SHOULD NOT BE INTERVIEWED WITHOUT BUREAU 


эшне 0 
SAME INFO FURNISHED LEGAT, MEXICO TODAY, INSTRUCTIONS NOT INTENDED 
ТО LIMIT ANY OTHER INVESTIGATION DEEMED LOGICAL, NEW YORK EXPEDITE 

` EFFORTS TO CONFIRM PRESENT LOCATION OF KAPLAN AND SUTEL, FOLLOWING 
SUMMARY RECEIVED FROM LEGAT, MEXICO; VICTIM ARRIVED MEXICO CITY 
FROM NEW YORK NOVENBER ELEVEN LAST BAL FLIGHT THREE ZERO ONE. ` 
HE DISAPPEARED FROM HOTEL CONTINENTAL HILTON EVENING SAME DAY AND 
NOVEMBER EIGHTEEN HIS ВЪЧВВБТАТНЕР cLerimmo. LOCATED NEAR HIGHWAY 
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TELETYPE SACS REN YORK 


Е WASHINGTON PXELD — 
RE: LOUIS MELCHIOR VIDAL, JR. ` 


b7D 


| МЕМ YORK ADVISE NHCTHER JOSE SANTOS RODRIGUEZ 
CORRECTLY QUOTED THAT НЕ SAW КАРТАН ON AFTERNOON OF NOVEMBER TEN 
LAST IN NEW YORK CITY. ALSO CONDUCT INVESTIGATION AT SEVEN FIVE 
STREET ADORESS TO IDENTIFY PETRISIANSRY, ` NFO CHECK PASSPORT FILES 
ЖЕ u ES 5 
FEDERAL BUREAU, oF INVESTIGATION. 


Dus U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE ` 
te bon T СТІП» 57, hy 


_ TELETYPE 


TELETYPE: TO SACS КЕК YORE 
^: . SAN ANTONIO 
WASHINGTON FIELD | 
RE: ‘Lous: MELCHIOR VIDAL, JR. 


POR ANY BACKGROUND DATA AND PHOTOGRAPES ок SCOTT ARD. VETRUSEANSEY, 
SAN ANTONIO CONDUCT INVESTIGATION WITH AIRLINES, TOURIST DEPARTMENT 


AND OTHER LOGICAL SOURCES то ASCERTAIN TRUE IDENTITIES OF SCOTT 
AND PETRUSHANSKY, ALL OFPICES SUTEL PERTINENT RESULTS, ATTENTION ` 
LIAISON SECTION, 


ЛЕ 


PHOTOGRAPHS OF SUSPECTS WILL BE FORWARDED TO NEW YORK AND SAN 
. ANYONIO AS SOON А5 AVAILABLE. WES ADVISED SEPARATELY. 
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If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably 
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau’s cryptographic systems. 


" OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 Tolson 
‚+ " Belmont 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT Mone 
fa Callahan 


Memorandum ome 


Evans 


Malone 

А Rosen 

то : Mr. W. С. Sulthvan DATE: December 5, y, Tavel = 
Trotter 


* Tele. Room 

е f Ingram 

FROM : Mr. A, eke J Mp AN Gandy 
` ж 3 


e 
SUBJECT: л нш VIDAL, JR. 


b3 
b7E 


NYtel 12/5/61 stated UACB, New York, contempiates 
interview of Bernice Kaplan and following this interview 
New York contemplates an interview of Joel Kaplan. 


Following discussion of this matter with Special 
Agent Foarde, I telephonically contacted New York and instructed 
Night Supervisor, Maurice Kelleher that Joel Kaplan is not 
to be interviewed without prior Bureau authority. 


ACTION: 


For information of Liaison Section. 


ATD/edn, fy, 


(5 
1 - Mr. Sullivan 
L - Mr. L'Aliier 
1- Mr. Foarde 
1 - Mr. Decker 


Za DEC 8 1961 
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то LEGAL ATTACHE MEXICO CITY 
FROM DIRECTOR PI + | б | ТЕ 
LOUIS MELCHIOR VIDAL, JR. ИШ REBUCAB DECEMBER FOUR LAST AND 
URCABS DECEMBER FIVE AND SIX LAST, JOEL KAPLAN BANK ACCOUNT SHOWS 
CHECKS FOR FIVE THO USAND DOLLARS AND ONE THOUSAND DOLLARS PAYABLE 
TO CASH CASHED NO VEUBER EIGHT. LAST.. EASTERN AIRLINES RECORDS SHOW 
KAPLAN DEPARTED NEW YORK NOVEMBER EIGHT LAST FOR SAN ANTONI ON _ 
FLIGHT FIVE ZERO SEVEN F ON ONE WAY TICKET. KAPLAN OBSERVED тъ” 
NEW YORK CITY NOVEMBER SEVENTEEN LAST AND РАМ AUERICAN AIREINES. 
RECORDS. SHOW HE DEPARTED NO VEMBER BIGEPZEN LAST FOR LIMA, „РЕВО, oN 
PANAGRA FLIGHT BIGHT ONE,  DINER'S CLUB CHARGES TO Ири E 
FOR NOVEMBER NOT AVAILABLE UNTIL DECEMBER FIFTEEN NEXT. HE 
- CURRENTLY RESIDES TWO ONE FIVE EAST SEVEN NINE STREET NEW YORK сїтї. | 
NEW YORE INSTRUCTED TO EXPEDITE ATTEMPTS TO CONFIRM PRESENT LOCATION 
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CABLE TO LEGAT, MEXICO CITY | | P 
RE: LOUIS MELCHIOR VIDAL, JR.| | | | x 


| | 
| REFERRED TO NUMEROUS POTENTIAL LEGAL COMPLICATIONS THIS MATTER ТР 
KAPLAN CHARGED WITH MURDER, AND ARREST AND EXTRADITION SOUGHT BY 


MEXICO. 


line at no cost to Bureau. 


matter. 
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URGENT 12-5-61 5-15 РМ ЛМ 

TO DIRECTOR /7/ ` ATTENTION LIAISON SECTION 
FROM SAC new vork[ Јар Pe 
LOUIS MELCHIOR VIDAL, JR.,| | REBUTEL DECEMBER TWO, 5ІХТҮОМЕ, 
AND BUTEL DECEMBER ONE, SIXTYONE. BANK ACCOUNT FOR JOEL KAPLAN 
LOCATED. НЕ CASHED TWO CHECKS, ONE FOR FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS AND 
THE OTHER FOR ONE THOUSAND DOLLARS, PAYABLE То CASH, ON NOV. EIGHT 
SIXTYONE. ACCORDING TO RECORDS EASTERN AIRLINES /EAL/, KAPLAN 


b7E 


DEPARTED NEW YORK ON NOVEMBER EIGHT, SIXTYONE, ENROUTE SAN ANTONIO, 
TEXAS, VIA EAL FLIGHT FIVE ZERO SEVEN F, UTILIZING A ONE-WAY TICKET 
PURCHASED NOV SEVEN, SIXTYONE, AT GRAND CENTRAL AIRLINES TERMINAL. 
KAPLAN OBSERVED IN NYC ON NOV, SEVENTEEN SIXTYONE. KAPLAN DEPARTED 

NY ACCORDING TO RECORDS OF PAN-AMERICAN AIRLINES ON NOV. EIGHTEEN, 
SIXTYONE, ENROUTE LIMA, PERU, VIA PANAGRA FLIGHT EIGHT-ONE. НЕ ^ 
HAD OPEN RETURN TICKET. RESERVATIONS MADE FOR LIMA FLIGHT THROUGH 
SUTHERLAND TRAVEL AGENCY ON NOV. SIXTEEN, SIXTYONE, BY MRS. HUFFMAN, 


OF SOUTHWESTERN SUGAR AND noL ASSR D NENNEN 
DINER-S CLUB, NY, BUT CHARGES TO HIS ACC ОА 


END PAGE ONE да 
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PAGE TWO 
NOT BE AVAILABLE UNTIL AFTER DECEMBER FIFTEEN, NINETEEN SIXTYONE,. 
KAPLAN CURRENTLY RESIDES AT TWO ONE FIVE EAST SEVENTY NINTH 

STREET, NYC. NYO, UACB, CONTEMPLATES INTERVIEW OF BERNICE KAPLAN, 
AKA BONNIE SHARI, FORMER WIFE OF JOEL KAPLAN, WHO IS NOW BELIEVED TO 26, 
THIS INTERVIEW, THE NYO CONTEMPLATES AN INTERVIEW OF JOEL KAPLAN, 

IN CONDUCTING THIS INTERVIEW, CARE WILL BE EXERCISED TO INDICATE ` 
THAT HE IS BEING INTERVIEWED AS HE WAS A CLOSE ASSOCIATE OF THE SUBJ 
FOR ANY DETAILS HE MIGHT HAVE WHICH MIGHT SHED LIGHT ON THE 
CIRCUMSTANCES SURROUNDING SUBJECT-S DEATH. IT IS FELT THAT AN 
INTERVIEW OF KAPLAN WILL ESTABLISH HIS MOVEMENTS AND ACTIVITIES AS 


THEY MAY RELATE TO SUBJECT-S DEATH. [ c OE b7E 
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‘LOUIS MELCHIOR VIDAL. JR. Dm 


NEW YORK ATTEMPTING TO, CONFIRM KAPLAN'S . 
__ PRESENT: NEW YORK CITY LOCATION. BUREAU DETERMINED TREATY — 
.  BROVIDES FORMAL REQUEST ТО STATE DEPARTMENT NECESSARY BEFORE °. 
(7. STATE CAN REQUEST JUSTICE DEPARTMENT. то AUTHORIZE WARRANT 502 
PERMITTING KAPLAN ARREST BY BUREAU. 
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Memorandum 


TO : DIRECTOR, FBI DATE: 12/5/61 


Wi, : ВАС, ALBANY | Jæ ee 
K / 


4 
SUBJECT: LOUIS КОЛ JR. 


iW 


Re Albany letter to Bureau dated 11/29/61, and 
Albany teletype to Bureau and New York dated 11/30/61. 


Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are six copies 
of a letterhead memorandum suitable for dissemination, in 
regard to captioned subject. 


Investigation conducted at Utica, New York, as 
reflected in enclosed letterhead memorandum was conducted 
by SA's RAYMOND A, CONNOLLY and J. LEWIS KELLY. 


CC: fo) Bureau (Епс15.6) 


< 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. Albany, New York 


December 5, 1961 
LOUIS MELCHIOR VIDAL, JR. 


On November 28, 1961, Joseph Valeriano, Municipal 
Bond Trader and Registered Representative of the Eastman 
Dillon, Union Securities, 15 Broad Street, New York City, 


furnished the following information concerning Vi 


Vidal was first met at Lehigh University, Bethle- 
hem, Pennsylvania, during approximately 1948, and there was 
Some personal association between the two until Vidal left 
approximately one year later. The next personal contact 
Occurred when they met in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, acciden- 
tally, during 1956, at which time Vidal was then President 
of the Paint Corporation of America and Valeriano was with 
another New York City brokerage office. Since 1956, business 
and social contacts with Vidal continued until approximately 
one week prior to the latter's departure to Mexico City, 
around November 18, 1961, and a rather close bond of friend- 
Ship oecurred during the past six months, 


From 1956 to the Summer of 1961, Vidal, who had 
also been President of the Shields Corporation of America, 
had engaged in various sorts of promotional work, dealing 
with a wide variety of business activities. On an unrecalled 
date during the summer of 1961, Valeriano visited the Vidal 
residence, 777 Foster Avenue, Brooklyn, New York, and on that 
Occasion met for the first and only time, Joe or Joel Kaplan, 
who was introduced by Vidal as President of the newly-formed 
American Sucrose Company, of which Vidal was Vice President, 
Treasurer and Director. It was Valeriano's understanding, 
from conversation on that and subsequent occasions, that Kaplan 
had approximately seventy-five per cent of the company's equity, 
that Vidal had ten to fifteen per cent and that another 
individual, whose name had been mentioned on the above осса- 
sion but presently not recalled, was in this company for 
another ten or fifteen per cent. Valeriano noted that the name 
Jose Santos sounds familiar but that he never met this 
individual and actually knows nothing regarding him. 
b3 
b7E 
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The American Sucrose Company is known as a "paper 
company," the unknown value of which rested on a formula for 
the dehydration of molasses, Vidal had informed him that 
this formula had been made available by the subject's father, 
although the original source of it was not known and арраг- 
ently Kaplan was contributing most of the operating expenses 
until the company's plans could be put into operation. 


The subject's father was described as a past share- 
holder and present representative of a company phonetically 
known only as Pajeuski Pausat, with office at an address 
believed to be 229 Fulton Street, Brooklyn, New York. 


During the existence of the American Sucrose Company, 
the titles or positions held by Kaplan and Vidal were not 
known to have changed by Valeriano, who stated he thought it 
odd that Kaplan would be President of the organization if the 
formula involved had come from Vidal's father, but reasoned 
further that perhaps this arrangement had been made based on 
Kaplan's early supply of capital to the company. 


In conversations with Vidal, prior to his departure 
for Mexico City, it was learned that Vidal's sole purpose of 
the trip was to contact individuals, known only as the Sans 
(phonetic) family, who were involved in the sugar industry 
and also in real estate in Mexico City, to close a business 
deal that had previously been discussed with them by the 
American Sucrose Company. Vidal had stated that the Sans 
(phonetic) people were to contribute $250,000.00 and that the 
American Sucrose Company would contribute the formula, and 
that both of these assets would be represented by the forma- 
tion of a new company, but the equity distributed between 
Sans (phonetic) and the American Sucrose Company as backers, 
Vidal had no other intended purpose for this trip, this was 
to have been his first trip to Mexico City and, therefore, it 
is most likely assumed that he immediately contacted the Sans 
(phonetic) family upon his arrival, despite newspaper publicity 
reflecting that he had not been in touch with them. 


It was subsequently learned from Mrs. Vidal that 
Joseph Kaplan had originally planned to fly to Mexico City 
with Vidal but had cancelled his flight for other plans, 
which included travel to Peru. Mrs. Vidal also indicated 
she understood that at one point prior to his travel to Peru, 
Kaplan had been..in San Antonio, Texas, but the reason for this 
was unknown to her. 


Vidal's wife first informed Valeriano that the sub- 
ject was missing in Mexico City immediately after she had 
received a telephonic inquiry concerning this matter from the 
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New York City newspapers and as an assistance gesture, he 
called the New York papers to verify that the first call 
had not been a hoax, He remained in contact with and 
tried to assist Mrs. Vidal during the period of time Vidal 
was missing, and at no time did she indicate any inside 
knowledge of or the exact reason for her husband's dis- 
appearance and ultimately discovered murder. 


Concerning Vidal's association with American 
Sucrose Company, it was believed that the activities of this 
organization dominated his business time since its inception 
and that Kaplan, who is only known through a family reputa- 
tion, was considered by Vidal as a trusted friend, Valeriano 
denied any knowledge concerning a meeting between Vidal and 
three persons who had previousty been in Vidal's father's 
office and claimed that at no time was he with Vidal when any 
situation arising similar to this situation occurred. He 
pointed out that it must have been someone else in Vidal's 
company, if this actually happened, but he noted that close 
recent contacts with Vidal, which included weekly and bi- 
weekly contacts over the past six weeks, had disclosed that 
no mention of any such situation was ever made by Vidal. Не 
could suggest no one other than Kaplan who could possibly 
have been with Vidal under such circumstances, 


He was advised by both Mrs. Vidal and Vidal that 
they had received annoying and even threatening telephone 
calls from anonymous sources for approximately the past six 
months and although Mrs. Vidal felt that her husband's fate 
might have been related in some way to these calls, he рег- 
sonally felt that there was no connection between the two, 
Valeriano explained his opinion by stating the calls had been 
going on for such a period of time that had the caller 
intended violence, it undoubtedly would have occurred earlier. 


He stated he could only speculate as to the reasons 
for Vidal's death and believes most likely that the reasons 
would revolve around the formula intended to be utilized by 
the American Sucrose Company. He noted the possibility existed 
that robbery might have been a motive for Vidal's death because, 
although Mrs, Vidal stated he was only carrying approximately 
$60.00 in cash plus company checks, Vidal's appearance and 
effervescent manner might indicate wealth to strangers in 
Mexico City. It was his contention, however, that more likely, 
as stated above, the company's formula would be involved and 
pecause most likely he would have had it in his possession in 
Mexico City, it was possibly the target for someone who knew 
or suspected that he would have. 
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Valeriano, who stated һе is returning to his New 
York City business address on November 29, 1961, will be 
there if additional inquiries are necessary but has requested 
that his name and any information furnished by kept confi- 
dential, as much as possible, in view of the violence 
involved in this matter. 


Records of the New York State Secretary of State, 
Albany, New York, checked on November 30, 1961, reflect the 
American Sucrose Company filed a Certificate of Incorporation 
with the Secretary of State on January 10, 1961. The purpose 
for which the corporation was organized was first, to engage 
in the manufacturing, processing and production of foodstuffs, 
biochemicals, allied nutrients made from sugars of all kinds, 
Second, to engage in the research to develop new methods for 
obtaining or treating such foodstuffs and to coordinate and 
cooperate with others in obtaining the objects set forth in 
one and two, and to sell, assign, license and sublicense 
others in utilization of the results of the research of the 
corporation and products thereof, whether for import or 
export, fourth acquire real estate, sell, et cetera. Records 
further reflect that subscribers and directors of the corpora- 
tion were Joe р. Kaplan, 215 East 79th Street, New York City; 


Louis M. Vidal, Jr., 465 West End Avenue, New York 24, New 
York; Joseph Е. Рад1оп, 


if the complete Certificate of 
Incorporation is desired, it can be obtained from the 
Secretary of State. 


The New York State Department of Motor Vehicles, 
Albany, New York, advises records regarding driver's licenses 
are not filed numerically, therefore, they would be unable to 
determine to whom New York driver's license number 1220423 is 
issued. A search of the records was negatively conducted 
regarding subject and Joel, also known as Joseph D. Kaplan, 
Records further indicate the above license number as having 
been issued as a chauffeur's license in 1959 and 1961, and 
also as an operator's license in 1958. All were issued out 
of the New York District Office. 
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LOUIS MELCHIOR VIDAL, JR.,[ | RBURCAB NOVEMBER TWENTY FOUR LAST #2. 
AND BUCAB NOVEMBER TWENTY FIVE INSTANT, MEW YORK ADVISES NO | 
ARREST RECORD FOUND FOR SUBJECT AND INFORMANT CONTACTS NEGATIVE. 
DETERMINED SOUTHWESTERN SUGAR AND MOLASSES COMPANY OPERATED BY 
JACK KAPLAN AND NEPHEW OF FOUNDER, POSSIBLY JOSEPH KAPLAN. OWNERS 
SAID TO BE WORTH MORE THAN FIFTEEN MILLION AND FIRN DEALS IN SUGAR - 
> АЯ) MOLASSES IN CUBA, MEXICO, AND DOMINICAN REPUBLIC. HANDLES 
ABOUT SIXTY PER CENT OF MOLASSES BUSINESS ІН MEXICO AND HAS 
| TERMINALS IN HOUSTON, VERA CRUZ AND ELSEWHERE, IN JULY, ONE NINE 
SIX ZERO, INTERVIEW SUBJECT DESCRIBED SELF AS OWNER OF PAINT COMPANY 
OF AMERICA, NEW YORK CITY, AND TOLD OP TWENTY-HOUR VISIT TO HAVANA | 
ON JUNE TWENTY SEVEN THAT YEAR WHERE НЕ CONFERRED WITH VERY CLOSE , 
FRIEND JULIAN ZULUETA, LATER DESCRIBED AS CHAIRMAN OF CENTRAL 
CAJUANI AND VERY CLOSE ТО FIDEL CASTRO AND ECONOMIC ADVISORS CUBAN 
қ 


GOVERNMENT, TRIP ARRANGED BY JOSE MARTINEZ, VICE PRESIDENT oF | 
токо. BANCO CONTINENTAL AND CONFIDANT ГА г ураа WHO ЖЕЗ SUBJECT AND _ f ІЙ 
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CABLE LEGAT MEXICO 


| i | b3 | 
WS: LOUIS MELCHIOR VIDAL, за. | |. ЕЕ Mc 
AND TOOK HIM IMMEDIATELY TO ZULUETA. SUBJECT RELATED IMPRESSION - 
THAT ZULUETA, ALTHOUGH CLOSE TO INNER CIRCLE, WAS NOT IN FULL | 


SUPPORT OF CURAN REGIME, НЕ TOLD OF PROPOSALS MADE TO HIM BY 
ZULUETA TO ASSIST AMERICAN BUSINESS INTERESTS IN CUBA IP THERE 
WOULD BE NO VIOLATION OF U.S. LAW. ZULUBTA PROPOSED VIDAL UNDER- 
TAKE FOLLOWING ACTIVITIES: ONE - DETERMINE IF AMERICAN AND 
CANADIAN BANKS WITH CUBAN BRANCHES WOULD SELL THEIR INTERESTS AND 
HOLDINGS IN CUBA TO ZULUETA, TWO - SAME PROPOSALS FOR: AMERICAN 
SUGAR COMPANIES, THREE = ASCERTAIN AVAILABILITY AMZ2.GAN TECHNICIANS 
WILLING TO WORK IN CUBAN CONCERNS FINANCED BY CUBAN MONEY, POUR - 
CONTACT INDIVIDUALS IN UNITED STATES HOLDING CUBAN PESOS AND 
WILLING TO CONVERT INTO NEW ISSUES OF CUBAN PESOS, VIDAL STATED 
ZULUETA WILLING TO ASSUME PURCHASE ОР AMERICAN INTERESTS IN CUBA 
WITH UNDERSTANDING THESE HOLDINGS WOULD REVERT TO ORIGINAL OWNERS 
AFTER OVERTHROW OF CASTRO REGIME. VIDAL FULLY COGNIZANT OP 
RESPONSIBILITY ТО REGISTER AS FOREIGN AGENT IF НЕ ACCEPTED 
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CABLE LEGAT MEXIQQ | = C C Е | : 

RE: LOUIS MELCHIOR VIAL, R| | ү! BIE 
ZULUETA'S DEAL AND DESIRED то FURNISH ABOVE INFORMATION SO 
BUREAU WOULD BE APPRISED OF HIS ACTIVITIES IN CONNECTION 
WITH ZULUETA. INVESTIGATION CONTINUING AT NEW YORK CITY. 
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regarding subject, whose body was found near Mexico City 11-22-61 
after mysterious disappearance 11-13-61 under circumstances 

` indicating foul play. Sent іле coat to the 

Bureau and handled as matter. s 


requested Баскага 
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TO SAC NEW YORK - 

FROM DIRECTOR FBI | | | 

LOUIS ивъснтон VIDAL, JR.,| | REURTEL NOVEMBER TWENTY FOUR ве 
LAST. LEGAT, MEXICO CITY, ADVISES SUBJECT SHOT SEVERAL TIMES. BID 
WIFE | Jrosmasuso LITTLE INFORMATION то 
STATING VIDAL, SR., TOLD HER TO REFER ALL INQUIRIES TO HIM. SHE 

SAID SUBJECT BEATEN THREE WEEKS AGO BY SEVERAL INDIVIDUAIS AND 

ONE ATTACKER ARRESTED AS RESULT. BEATING WITNESSED BY. SUBJECTS 


FRIBNS зов авва, 


AND ONE РАТ, LNU. SHE ALSO IDENTIFIEDRAUL AND ANGELINA 
————————— Ü 
FAMILY FRIENDS WHO MAY HAVE KNOWLEDGE OF SUBJECT'S ACTIVITIES. 
INTERVIEW VALERIANA AND PAT, LNU TO IDENTIFY PERSONS INVOLVED 
IN BEATING. AISO INTERVIEW CARRASQUILLO AND VIDAL, SR., 3 
CONCERNING FOREGOING AND RELATION OF FAMILY WITH, JOSEPH D. "may 
OF LIMA, PERU, WHO REPORTEDLY PHONED FAMILY IN NEW Yon AFTER. | 
SUBJECI'S DISAPPEARANCE, MEXICAN AUTHORITIES BELIEVE CASE HAS. 
INTERNATIONAL RAMIFICATIONS INVOLVING CUBAN AND/OR. "DOMINÍCAN 
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